
ART, CULTURE, NATURE
in Mugello
Itineraries, museums, excursions on foot and by bike 

In Tuscany, at just a stone’s throw 
from Florence, we find Mugello: it is 
situated among the rolling hills and 
the tall cypress trees, on the 
backdrop of the high lofty crests and 
mountain passes.

Artists such as Giotto and Beato 
Angelico were born in this land 
where they found the perfect  
landscape and  inspiration for their 
famous paintings.

The incredible landscape, the 
hospitable, quiet and hard working 
people, the genuine food, the land 
of the Medici, the museums, the 
Liberty itinerary, the tradition of arts 
and crafts, and the ancient churches 
and remote convents are just 
outside the gates of the city of 
Florence.

Mugello offers history, culture, and 
quality services in an enchantingly 
natural setting.
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In Tuscany, at just a stone’s throw from Florence, we find Mugello: it 
is situated among the rolling hills and the tall cypress trees, on the 
backdrop of the high lofty crests and mountain passes.

The incredible landscape, the hospitable, quiet and hard working 
people, the genuine food, the land of the Medici, the museums, the 
tradition of arts and crafts, and the ancient churches and remote 
convents are just outside the gates of the city of Florence.

Mugello offers history, culture, and quality services in an enchant-
ingly natural setting.

Access by bus or by car is excellent: you can reach Mugello by 
taking the A1 motorway and exiting at Barberino di Mugello, or 
a number of interesting main and local roads from the Tuscan or 
Emilia-Romagna regions.

The old and enchanting Faentina railway line allows the traveller 
to reach the Mugello territory both from the north, the Romagna 
side of the Apennines, and the station of Faenza, and the south, the 
Tuscan side, and the station of Florence. Local transport services 
allow the visitor to move freely within the territory.

how to get there
where it is and 



4

The Mugello valley occupies the mid-upper part of the hydro 
graphical basin of the Sieve River. It is a vast basin that is enclosed, 
North, by the important Apennines watershed, to the South, by 
Mount Giovi and Mount Senario, and to the West by Mount Cal-
vana, which extends to the province of Prato.

Here we find the towns of san Piero a sieve, Barberino 
di Mugello, scarperia, Borgo san lorenzo, Vicchio and 
dicomano.

To the north, amid the Mugello crests and mountain passes that 
descend towards Bologna and the Romagna region, in the upper 
part of the Santerno, Senio and Lamone basin, we find upper 
Mugello, or what is sometimes called Tuscan romagna, and 
Firenzuola, Palazzuolo sul senio and Marradi.

The weather is variable: from the harsh Padana Plain climate, in 
which the cold winds sweep down from the tops of the Alps, to 
the milder Mediterranean one, so typical of Central Italy.

territory
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In Mugello, at just a stone’s throw from Florence, we find traces 
of a history that could well be that of a great European capital.

Life in Mugello can be traced back to the early Palaeolithic pe-
riod. Interesting remains (scrapers and flint), which date back to that 
era, have been recovered in Camoggiano (Barberino di Mugello). 

Thousands of centuries ago, the Ligurian Magelli tribe, which 
seem to have given the territory its name, settled in upper Mug-
ello. At the time, the Mugello valley was completely covered in 
water. The Ligurians were succeeded by the etruscan: the im-
portant remains from the second half of the 7th century BC that 
were recovered in Poggio Colla, Vicchio, and Poggio Frascole, Di-
comano, are proof of this. 

The Etruscan, from the nearby Fiesole, in an attempt to conquer 
the territory on the other side of the Apennines, brought their ag-
ricultural and commercial traditions to the area. They reclaimed the 
land from the waters, filling in the areas to the south that had just 
been drained, canalized the Sieve River, built roads (routes which 
were later used by the Roman military), and kept close relations 
with the powerful city of Fiesole, relations that deteriorated only 
after the roman conquest of the territory in the 2nd century BC.

the history



( Palazzo dei Capitani

The Roman dominion brought on the progressive impoverish-
ment of the area. The only visible improvement lay in the net-
work of roads that were built. The ancient Sagginale Bridge, which 
crosses the Sieve River in the town of Borgo San Lorenzo and 
has been known as “Hannibal’s Bridge” for centuries, is an ex-
ample. The perfectly preserved stretches of road that have been 
brought back to light in the last 20 years in the area of the Futa 
Pass (Firenzuola-Barberino), are attributed to Consul C. Flamin-
ius and date back to187 BC. They may actually be part of the 
Military Flaminia, which the consul had constructed to link 
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Bologna, Fiesole and Arezzo, and therefore wipe out the Ligurian 
Apuani and Magelli tribes.

In the course of the 3rd century AD, according to legend, chris-
tianity made its way into Mugello through the works of Saint 
Cresci and his companions who suffered the martyrdom of the 
Valcava. Later, during and after the Lombardic period, the terri-
tory was divided into parishes. Unfortunately, documents from 
the period date back only as far as the 9th century.

During the Middle Ages, the Mugello territory was the prop-
erty of the great noble ubaldini and guidi families, but other 
families from Florence and the surrounding areas - for example, 
the Medici, Cerretani, Baldovinetti, Ghinazzi, and Cerchi - joined 
them in time. Another important feudal lord was the Bishop of 
Florence, whose diocese had taken over good part of Mugello in 
1125, roughly, after the destruction of Fiesole by the Florentine.
In fact, before this time, the territory lay entirely under the spir-
itual jurisdiction of the Prelate of Fiesole. 

Meanwhile, the City State of Florence gradually extended its con-
trol over the entire region and confined the old feudal lords to 
the harsher territories further inland. In 1306, after the destruc-
tion of Montaccianico Castle, the City-State decided to found 
two “new lands”: Scarperia and Firenzuola (though the latter 
was only erected in 1324). Furthermore, in 1324 in Vicchio, and in 

( Festival in Firenzuola
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1352 in Borgo San Lorenzo, great walls 
were constructed to fortify the towns. 
In the course of the 14th and 15th centu-
ries, the region went through a relatively 
prosperous time. This was due, in part, 
to the numerous estates established by 
the rich and eminent landholders: the 
Medici family were one of the lead-
ing exponents. The family’s origins lie in 
Mugello and they invested great sums of 
money to consolidate their presence in 
this land just outside Florence.

During the period of the Medicean 
Grand Duchy, the territory experienced 
highs and lows, but was essentially ne-
glected and impoverished. This was 
mostly the result of the frequent periods 
of famine and plague that were often the 
consequence of warfare.

During the period of the lorrainese 
grand duchy that followed, especially 
thanks to Pietro Leopoldo of Lorraine 
(the person responsible for the opening 
of the road leading to the Muraglione 
Pass), Mugello went through economic 
rebirth and administrative reform. All al-
liances, as well as the Vicariato (province 
under the rule of Florence) of Scarperia, 
and, above all, numerous confraternities 
and religious groups, were abolished.

Finally, in 1860, following the plebiscite, 
Mugello (as well as all of Tuscany) be-
came a part of the Kingdom of Sardinia 
and thus begins the more recent history 
of the territory.

( Villa of Cafaggiolo
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The traveller is invited to enter this world and to travel along the 
roads, that were visited by ancient times and travellers, to discov-
er the Medicean places, the little churches, the historical railway 
and the signs of this civilization, well preserved in the Museum 
Network. Numerous arts and crafts form a rich tradition, handed 
down to the present: the stone cutters, the cutlery, the art of ce-
ramic today renowned in the Liberty itinerary. As well as Medici 
family, many famous people were born here: artists such as Giotto 
and Beato Angelico  and the refined intellectual priest Don Milani 
in Vicchio, the writer of  “Galateo” Monsignor della Casa in Borgo 
San Lorenzo, the 19th century poet Dino Campana, in Marradi.

HISTORICAL ITINERARIES
THE ARTISTIC AND 
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The Medici family, whose origins lie in Mugello, have left the terri-
tory numerous extraordinary traces of a power that united eco-
nomic and political expansion with the most innovative forms of 
artistic expression.
The traveller can discover castles, villas and convents immersed 
in a beautifully austere but balanced environment where nature 
and the ancient transformations of the countryside performed by 
man live in perfect harmony.

The suggested route starts in Florence and moves along roads that 
lead to the town of San Piero a Sieve, Barberino and Scarperia. 
Moving out of the city of Florence along via Bolognese, before 
reaching Mugello, our first stop is Pratolino.

Here we find Villa deMidoFF ParK one of the first great 
16th century traces of the Medici at the time of the Grand Duchy.
The estate in Pratolino was bought in 1568 by Grand Duke Franc-
esco I de’ Medici who entrusted Buontalenti with the task of trans-
forming it into a villa. Left in ruins by Ferdinand III and Leopold II of 
Lorraine, the villa was demolished and the park landscaped into an 
English style garden. Sometime later, it was bought by Prince Paolo 
Demidoff who, in 1872, had the pages’ quarters turned into the exist-

the medici family
and the territory
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( Trebbio Castle

ing villa. On August 4, 1981, the complex was bought by the Province 
of Florence for public use.
The park is magnificent, and in it are the remains of artificial caves 
and fountains. Of the original Renaissance structure we can still ad-
mire the colossal statue-fountain of the Apennine by Giambologna 
with the adjacent lake, the statue of the Mugnone, and the hexago-
nal chapel designed by Buontalenti with its lead-laminated cupola 
supported by 14 stone columns. Here, the traveller can walk along 
dirt roads, paths and tracks that run for kilometres and kilometres 
through the park’s breathtaking natural surroundings.
Info: tel. +39 055 409427 - 055 4080734

By way of via Bolognese, once past Vaglia,  we reach Mugello. Be-
fore entering San Piero a Sieve, we turn right towards Barberino 
di Mugello. Shortly after a dirt road rises to the left towards 
the TreBBio casTle, whose tower rises above a dense 
cypress tree wood that covers the hill.
This castle-residence was built on the ruins of an earlier feudal for-
tress by Michelozzo Michelozzi at the request of the famous “pater 
patriae” Cosimo de’ Medici, known as il Vecchio (the Elder).
This imposing structure stands 500 metres above sea level on a hill 
that dominates the entire Mugello territory and which, in the past, 
was the intersection of important communications routes.
The building is made of a massive square central body with a display 
of projections and is overlooked by a crenellated tower with a sloping 
base. Today, it is surrounded by tall monumental cypress trees and 
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continues to hold a typical Italian garden on the 
west side, and spacious terraced kitchen-gardens 
to the south and a splendid 17th century pergola 
supported by red brick columns.
Info: tel. +39 055 848088 - 339 3029697

From the Trebbio, back on to via Bolognese, on 
our way to Barberino di Mugello, we reach The 
Villa oF caFaggiolo: it stands backed 
against the hills in the centre of meadows and 
fields that fall away to the Sieve river to the east.
This imposing structure was one of the favourite 
residences of Lorenzo the Magnificent. Like Treb-
bio Castle, it was built by Michelozzo Michelozzi, 
in about 1451, at the request of Cosimo il Vecchio. 
The architect converted the former manor house 
into an innovative estate-type residence.
The existing structure is the result of numerous 
19th century renovations, but it is still fairly easy 
to identify the parts designed by Michelozzo. The 
design of the merlons and the corbels are today 
ornamental elements and blend with the more 
simple window cornices, supported by brackets, 
and with other elements of interior design such as 
the stone fireplaces, which characterize the halls 
on the ground floor and are easily attributed to 
Michelozzo’s original design.
A vast, dense wild wood surrounded by walls, 
which had been the hunting grounds of the Medici 
family, stretches behind the estate.
Info: tel. +39 055 8479396

In the near vicinity of  Villa of Cafaggiolo we find: 
Bosco ai FraTi conVenT. It is just a 
few kilometres off, along the road that goes to 
Panna-Galliano.
Founded by the Ubaldini prior to the 11th century, 
this convent is considered one of the most ancient 
in Tuscany. The church and convent, designed by 
Michelozzo Michelozzi, were rebuilt at the re-
quest of Cosimo de’ Medici. As with Cafaggiolo 
and Trebbio Castle, this architectural structure, too, 
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art, culture and nature in mugello

unites the characteristics of the innovative Renaissance experience 
with those of the Medieval one. Therefore, ribs, vaults and cornices, 
clearly late Gothic references, were used in the building of the choir, 
while the new architectural lines that had begun to be in vogue in the 
city were used to construct the cloister, the cenacle and the Monks’ 
cells. Early members of the Medici family left the convent many 
precious gifts, among which we find the precious wooden crucifix 
attributed to Donatello. Today it is preserved in the small sacred art 
museum near the convent.
Info: tel. +39 055 848111 

il territorioart, culture and nature in mugello( Bosco ai Frati Convent
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From Bosco ai Frati Convent we move 
through San Piero a Sieve towards 
Scarperia where we can visit PalaZ-
Zo dei Vicari (residence oF 
The Viceroy).
From the 15th century on, Scarperia, the 
“New Land”, was the residence of the 
viceroy, and, therefore, housed the legal 
and administrative offices of the Floren-
tine Republic in this vast part of Mugello.
The Medici family, whose policy was to 
maintain progressive control of the Repub-
lican Magistrature, was particularly inter-
ested in holding the office and appointing 
members of loyal families as Viceroys. The 
members of these families took turns run-
ning the office throughout the 15th century.
The palace is a 14th century structure 
that has undergone numerous transfor-
mations and renovations throughout the 
centuries. The façade, which is decorated 
with the coats of arms of the members 
of the Medici family who held office here 
throughout the ages, bears witness to the 
unlimited power of the Medici. The build-
ing is composed of a massive elongated 
central body with a display of projections 
- which, on the part overlooking the square, 
are the result of modern renovations - and 
a sloping base.
It is now the home of an extremely pre-
cious historical archive, and that of the 
Museum of Cutting Blades (see “Museum 
Network” p. 29), a century old trade of 
which Scarperia boasts hundreds of years 
of highly esteemed production.
On the same square that holds the palace 
we find: the Madonna di Piazza Oratory, in 
which the Viceroy was proclaimed with great 
ceremony, and the Rectory of St. Jacopo and 
St. Filippo (see “Art and Faith” p. 23).

( Palazzo dei Vicari 



17

Info: Pro Loco Scarperia tel. +39 055 8468165 

From Scarperia we move back to San Piero a Sieve where, on 
the last stop of our journey, we can admire the Medicean 
ForTress oF san MarTino and take a walk along its 
ancient walls. 
The construction of the fortress, by request of Gran Duke Cosimo I, 
was begun on June 30, 1569, but the final layout of this imposing 
structure is by Bernardo Buontalenti, who probably completed it in 
the last decade of the 16th century.
It is characterized by seven bastions that stand at intervals along 
the irregular walled confines. The fort is almost a mile long and at 
its summit we find the mastio (Tuscan for male), also known as the 
knight on a horse. It was constructed to act as an important war ma-
chine but was never put to use; it did, however, act as an exceptionally 
strategic deterrent. It is now being restored.
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Art and faith
The architectural and artistic wealth of Mugello, which includes 
parish churches, chapels, sanctuaries and convents, is extraordi-
nary and yet fairly unknown to most.
A list of the more accessible sights will be presented here, given 
the fact that many holy places are only open to the public on 
special occasions or for the weekly service.
The atmosphere in these spots is particularly spellbinding for all 
visitors, both the secular, who will appreciate its artistic and cul-
tural beauty, and the devout in search of spiritual enlightenment.

( Detail of Sant’Agata Parish Church
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( Detail of the apse of San Lorenzo Parish Church

san lorenZo Parish church

In the centre of Borgo san lorenzo we find s. lorenzo 
Parish church, built in 941. It is the biggest Romanesque con-
struction in the Florentine countryside. It was rebuilt in 1263 and 
this seems to be the date of construction of the bell tower, set 
on the semicircular apse and built in brick in the shape of a semi 
do-decagon. The magnificence of the works of art held within 
the church bears witness to its past importance. Among these 
we find: Madonna, attributed to Giotto, a panel of the Crucifix 
from the school of Giotto, Madonna on the Throne with Child 
by Agnolo Gaddi, and The Virgin and the Saints Francis and Do-
menic by Matteo Rosselli. The apse holds the frescos of Galileo 
Chini. On the right side of the façade, we find a tabernacle in 
polychrome terracotta by the Chini Furnace.
Open every day - tel. +39 055 8459295

Upon entering Borgo San Lorenzo we reach the ss. crocifisso 
dei Miracoli oratory. It was built in the 18th century to hold 
a wooden Crucifix, possibly by Giovanni Pisano (14th century). 
The crucifix was left here in the 15th century by some German 
pilgrims who were fleeing from the plague. In fact, just above the 
high altar, we find a deep niche in which the cross is kept. The 
niche is hidden by a heavy 19th century curtain which, run by a 
mechanical device, moves up and down unveiling the cross for 
the devout on important occasions. 
Open every day - tel. +39 055 8459088
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s. Maria Parish church

Overlooking the town of dicomano, in 
a dominant position, is s. Maria Par-
ish church, that has almost completely 
maintained its original Romanesque 
structure. The parish church holds traces 
of frescos by Giotto (XIV century) and 
numerous works from the 16th century 
Florentine school - frescos which once 
ran along the walls: the Madonna del 
Carmine among six saints, maybe attrib-
uted to Giorgio Vasari (1511-1574) or 
Giovan Battista Naldini (1537-1591), the 
Madonna in trono col Bambino e Santi 
(Madonna with Child and Saints), at-
tributed to Ghirlandaio, the polychrome 
terracotta base relief by Della Robbia 
representing the wedding of Saint Anne 
and Saint Gioacchino (XVI century), the 
Madonna of the Rosary by Santi di Tito 
(XVI century) and the finely constructed 
polychrome terracotta tabernacle by 
Della Robbia for the holy oil. 
Open on Sunday from 10am till 12am. 
Tel. +39 055 838050
www.pievedicomano.it

To the north of the town of Dicomano, 
we find the oratory of saint onof-
rio. It is one of the most surprising ex-
amples of Italian neoclassicism. The front 
of the building presents a portico with 
four sandstone columns supporting an 
elegant pediment with reliefs on the 
sides of which are two statues of angels. 
Inside the church on the high altar we 
find a painting on a panel of the Ma-
donna dell’Ospedale made of Carrara 
marble - attributed by many to Andrea 
del Castagno - within a delightful round 
wood frame, carved and painted in gold.

( Dicomano 
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Open on Saturday morning from 8am 
till 12am; on Saturday afternoon from 
5.15pm till 6.30pm. 
Tel. +39 055 838050
www.pievedicomano.it

church oF 
san gioVanni BaTTisTa

The church of san giovanni Bat-
tista in Firenzuola is situated on the 
ruins of the ancient church, which was 
completely destroyed by the 1944 aerial 
bombardments. The new building was 
created with the collaboration of two Ital-
ian architects, the Venetian Carlo Scarpa 
and the Florentine Edoardo Detti, pro-
tagonists of the architectural outline of 
the Post-war period. Inaugurated in 1966, 
it is characterized by a modern and es-
sential style both in the materials and in 
the lines. The building has a longitudinal 
structure with a unique nave. The inte-
rior of the church is big and bright, very 
simple and linear, dominated by few but 
well calibrated signs. The church guards a 
rich patrimony of sculptures in ceramics 
by Salvatore Cipolla and the Crucifix 
of Camaggiore, a 12th century wooden 
sculpture, object of a recent restoration, 
which constitutes an important Roman-
esque testimony in Central Italy.
Open every day - tel. +39 055 8199459

archPriesTly church 
oF san lorenZo

The pre-existing medieval structure of the 
archpriestly church of s. lorenzo 
was reconstructed majestically in the 18th 
century in neoclassic style. Inside it holds 

( Church of San Giovanni Battista
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paintings by the Master of Marradi who worked 
in Badia del Borgo at the end of the 15th century: 
his style much resembles that of Ghirlandaio.
Open every day - tel. +39 055 8045024

s.Maria della neVe sancTuary

A small oratory was first built in 1459 and 
enlarged at the beginning of the 17th century 
to become the present day church. In the lit-
tle hamlet of Quadalto, close to Palazzuolo 
sul senio, we are enchanted first by the vast 
sweeping portico, and then by the inside with 
its two side aisles and central nave separated 
by pillars and arches. On the high altar in stone, 
we can admire a precious image of the Madon-
na in the style of Botticelli. In the choir cham-
ber, which stands behind precious wrought 
iron gates by Dino Chini, are two treasured 
Baroque style andirons and a charming 18th 
century organ. Both the convent, built in 1744, 
and the ancient Quadalto mill, now used as 
guest rooms, stand near the church.
Open for Holy Mass - tel. +39 055 8046072 

s.PieTro Parish church

The parish priest of s. Pietro Parish church 
in san Piero a sieve, from 1482 to 1529, 
was Leonardo di Bernardo de’ Medici, Bishop 
of Forlì; his family’s coats of arms still hang 
above the main door.
It is thanks only to the Medici family’s patron-
age that the splendid baptismal font (1508) 
in glazed polychrome terracotta representing 
the life of St John the Baptist by Della Rob-
bia ornates this church. On the main altar we 
can admire a wooden Crucifix by Raffaello da 
Montelupo. In the presbytery, which includes a 
splendid 16th century hall, we can admire nu-
merous valuable works of art.
Open every day - tel. +39 055 848161



23

art, culture and nature in mugello( San Pietro Parish Church art, culture and nature in mugello

Madonna di PiaZZa oraTory

In the important town square of scarperia, where the mag-
nificent Palazzo dei Vicari (1306) stands, we find Madonna di 
Piazza oratory where, by tradition, the viceroys took office 
and received the title of Podestà del Vicariato (governor of the 
province). It is an elegant 15th century construction: the façade 
is enhanced by a portal and fine sandstone mullioned windows 
with two lights. Inside we can admire a cross-vault ceiling covered 
in frescos attributed to Jacopo del Casentino, creator of the pre-
cious panel of the Madonna on the throne with Child and An-
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( Madonna di Piazza Oratory during “Infiorata festival” 

gels that hangs in a fine late Gothic temple. The Madonna is inside 
an impressive marble frame shaped like a tabernacle, complete 
with a base and lunette, by Mino da Fiesole.

On the same square stands the Rectory of s. jacopo and s. 
Filippo, once part of an Augustinian convent. In fact, a part of 
the 15th century cloister is still visible. Inside the church we can 
find period frescos, a wooden Crucifix by Sansovino, a marble 
tondo by Benedetto da Maiano (15th century), and a tabernacle 
for the holy oil by Mino da Fiesole.
Open every day - tel. +39 055 8468165
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( Sant’Agata countryside

sanT’agaTa Parish church

A few kilometres from Scarperia we find the little village of 
sant’agata, situated on one of the most important Medi-
eval routes: the “ Via di Sant’Agata” which connected Florence 
to Bologna by way of the Passo dell’Osteria Bruciata (Burnt Inn 
Pass). The town rose around the church, the most important 
holy shrine in Mugello. It was built before the 11th century and 
has undergone numerous renovations while maintaining, for the 
most part, its original structure. The façade is quite unpretentious 
and intertwining bands are carved into the architrave above the 
portal. The structure, built in limestone with touches of sand-
stone and green serpentine, has a central nave and two side aisles 
which, in a rather original but functional architectural fashion, sup-
port the wooden beams that brace the double sloping roof. In-
side we find a wooden panel by Jacopo di Cione portraying Our 
Lady of Grace to whom expectant mothers pray. On occasion, 
especially after earthquakes or other grave events, the panel is 
carried in procession. We can also find a panel of the Madonna 
on the throne with Child, San Jacopo and Sant’Agata said to be 
by Ridolfo del Ghirlandaio, a panel of the Madonna and Child 
holding a ring out to St. Catherine of Alexandria on a predella 
by Bicci di Lorenzo, and a 16th century octagonal baptismal font 
of sandstone surrounded by a balustrade composed of seven 
marble slabs from the 12th century ambo.
Open every day - tel. +39 055 8406926
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don Milani in BarBiana

A few kilometres from Vicchio, totally tucked 
away among the gently rolling hills, we find 
Barbiana, which lies at the foot of Monte 
Giovi. Here we find sant’ andrea church 
where don Milani was the parish priest and 
founded the school and his famous teaching 
methods. Don Milani’s tomb lies in the little 
cemetery in front of the church in Barbiana.
Info:
Vicchio Parish Church tel. +39 055 844167
Centro Don Milani and Istituzione Don Milani 
e Scuola di Barbiana 
tel. +39 055 844578 - 328 4651138
Fondazione Don Milani tel. +39 055 418811

conVenT oF MonTesenario

In the nearby, between Florence and Mugello, 
just above Bivigliano, towering over the whole 
Mugello valley, stands the Servite convent 
of Montesenario. The church was originally 
built in 1241; it was the ancient home of the 
Seven Founding Saints.
The church-convent, enlarged and enriched by 
Cosimo de’ Medici in 1539, was restored in Ba-
roque style in 1717 and again in 1888.
Inside the church, decorated in 18th century 
Baroque stuccowork, there are numerous im-
portant 17th century paintings among which 
we find the Adoration of the Magi by Cigoli. 
The church also holds interesting choir stalls of 
carved wood in fine Baroque style dated 1707, 
and in the Chapel of the Apparition, a lovely 
polychrome terracotta Pieta by Lottini. In the 
Refectory, which dates back to the 17th century, 
we find the Last Supper by Matteo Rosselli.
Open every day - tel. +39 055 406441
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The small quaint museums found in Mugello and Val di Sieve are 
part of what is known as the Museum Network. 
The network covers four thematic itineraries: ethnography, art, na-
ture, and archaeology.

museum network
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1. The demo-ethno-anthropological 
 itinerary

It unites museums and laboratories dedicated to the traditional 
trades and crafts of the territories.

MuseuM oF cuTTing Blades
Palazzo dei Vicari - Scarperia 
Scarperia has been linked to the production of cutting blades 
since the 16th century. This florid activity, passed down over the 
centuries, is now limited to five cutler’s shops and the Museum 
of cutting Blades. In Palazzo dei Vicari the museum branch-
es into five different itineraries: knives in the hands of man, the 
shapes and parts of a knife, the principal knife producers in Italy, 
the cutlers, and the knives of Scarperia.
The ancient cutler’s shop (Antica Bottega del Coltellinaio) 
is the only shop that preserves its original set up. It is, in fact, a 
real living museum in which you can follow the actual stages of 
knife making.
It exhibits the original tools used by the cutlers, who hired 
children for the lighter jobs and women, who were called “gi-
ratora” (turners), to turn the wheels of the grinders to sharpen 
the blades.
Info:  tel. +39 055 8468165
www.prolocoscarperia.it. - www.museoferritaglientiscarperia.it

( Left: Saint George fresco in Chini Ceramic Museum
  Below: Palazzo dei Vicari court 
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( Detail of Faini mill 

MuseuM oF FarM liFe and cusToMs 
casa d’erci 
Grezzano - Borgo San Lorenzo 
The museum is housed in an ex-farmhouse in the Regional Agricul-
ture and Forestry complex in giogo-casaglia. The data regards 
everything from breeding animals, working the land, harvesting and 
threshing, to the work in the cellars, the granary, and the oil mill. 
Particular interest is given to the work in the home like spinning, 
weaving and washing; to the crafts of the farmers; and to the vari-
ous skilled workers, for example carpenters, wheelwrights, coopers, 
shoemakers, smiths, and masons.
The museum includes: the presentation of the various rooms as 
they once were, for example, the bedroom, the cellar and the 
kitchen; a section dedicated to the work in the woods; popular 
religiousness; carts and other means of transportation; woodwork; 
extensive data regarding education, sharecropping; and photo-
graphs. In the surrounding area we find the natural-history 
Trail. Nearby, in the ancient Faini Mill, which is still functioning, 
visits are open to those who wish to receive information about the 
history of milling.
Info: 
Gruppo Casa d’Erci
tel. +39 055 8492519 - 338 6880647 - 333 6683897
www.casaderci.it
Faini Mill
tel. +39 055 8492580 - 331 2111598
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MuseuM oF PieTra serena
La Rocca - Firenzuola 
The “Pietra Serena” museum is a tribute 
to the ability of the stone-cutters from 
Firenzuola and a celebration of the 
local “Pietra serena”, the typical 
Mugello sandstone, which played a fun-
damental role in the history and in the 
stone-cutting tradition of Firenzuola. The 
museum is visible in the basements of 
the fortress, which were rediscovered 
thanks to a restoration of the whole 
building, and it welcomes the visitors 
with an exhibition of contemporary art-
ists’ works. The tour begins with a section 
dedicated to “landscapes made of 
stone”; it moves through “Work in a 
quarry”, which explains the extraction 
of the stone; it continues on to “Tools 
of daily life”, which includes tools used 
in the home and in the field; and finally 
concludes the tour with a “Virtual Space”, 
which shows a country house, focusing 
on the architectural elements typical of 
this area. The museum also dedicates a 
section to excavation and the restoration 
of the fortress, which allowed the recov-
ery of important ceramic finds. 
Info: tel. +39 055 8194477
055 8199459 - 366 3963584
www.firenzuolaturismo.it

MuseuM oF The 
MounTain FolK 
Palazzo dei Capitani - Palazzuolo sul Senio 
Numerous objects that bear witness to 
the customs and traditions of the moun-
tain folk who lived on the hills between 
the Tuscan and Romagna border are 
held in the Medieval hall of the Palazzo 
dei Capitani. The museum is renowned 

( Coat of arm in Museum of Pietra Serena



32

for the characteristic reconstruction of differ-
ent surroundings, for example the mill, and the 
different rooms of the house in which we can 
find an array of tools and farming machinery. 
Info: tel. +39 055 8046008 - 055 8046154
055 8046283 - www.palazzuoloeventi.com

MuseuM oF Wine and The Vine 
Villa Poggio Reale - Rufina 
The museum, which occupies a part of the splen-
did 16th century Villa of Poggio Reale, contains 
500 pieces including a variety of vintners’ tools and 
the equipment needed to produce and preserve 
wine. The display is accompanied by a slide projec-
tion and audiovisual material (from the 1920’s to 
the 1950’s), and a vast historical database. A wine 
shop stands near the museum and hosts guided 
visits through the different historical farms and cel-
lars of the Chianti Rufina and Pomino Wines. The 
two wines are D.O.C.G. (of controlled origin). 
Info: tel. +39 055 8395078 - 055 8396533
345 2216361 - winelabrufina@gmail.com

craFTs and FarMing 
in sanT’agaTa By lePrino 
Centro Polivalente - Sant’ Agata - Scarperia 
The characters and scenes in display depict the 
environment and trades in Mugello from 1920 
to 1950, and were created by Faliero lepri, 
also known as Leprino. The characters are built 
on a wood frame and are run by motors. They 
are made out of paper-mâché and dressed in 
period costumes. The buildings are in cardboard 
while the tools and utensils are out of wood or 
aluminium.
The figures are linked by a fine mesh of elec-
tric threads that allows them to move in perfect 
time: each character mimes a determined trade 
or craft perfectly.
Info: tel. +39 055 8406750
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art, culture and nature in mugello

2. The historical artistic estate system

The historical artistic estate system includes the House of Gio-
tto, museums and collections dedicated to the art works from 
holy sites and palaces on the territory, and objects in Art Nou-
veau style from Chini manufacturing (see “Art Nouveau and the 
Chini Ceramic Museum, p. 40”).

art, culture and nature in mugello( Crafts and farming in Sant’Agata 
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MuseuM oF sacred arT and 
PoPular religiousness 
BeaTo angelico 
Vicchio 
The museum preserves paintings and 
liturgical fittings from all the abandoned 
or isolated churches in Mugello. We can 
find crucifixes, religious documents and 
the reconstruction of interiors like, for 
example the sacristy. Holy vestments 
and candlesticks are on display inside 
the original pieces of furniture. The itin-
erary ends in an area where the works 
are kept in their original order: first the 
baptismal font and a 13th century bell, 
then, on the sides, the altars and the 
vestments, objects and paintings.
Info: tel. +39 055 8497082 - 055 8439225
www.comune.vicchio.fi.it

The hoMe oF gioTTo 
Vespignano - Vicchio 
The home of Giotto, according to XIII cen-
tury tradition, is the place where the artist 
who revolutionized painting methods, was 
born. It is today a museum that invites the 
visitor to look deeply into the creative spirit 
of the artist. The three main themes - the life 
of the artist Giotto, his relationship with the 
territory, and his artistic life - are developed 
through the use of interactive multimedia 
settings, video-environment, and laborato-
ries that allow the visitor to explore every 
detail of the great master’s figurative art.
Info: tel. +39 055 8439225
www.comune.vicchio.fi.it

The sanT’agaTa 
collecTion oF sacred arT 
Sant’Agata - Scarperia 
The museum is the continuation of 
the actual living museum, that is to say, 

( Baptismal font in Museum of Sacred Art
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sant’agata Parish church itself. 
The church is, in fact, one of the greatest 
examples of Romanesque architecture 
in Mugello. It holds one of the most im-
portant works of art in its interior (see 
pp. 23). The collection of sacred art is in 
the compagnia di san jacopo ora-
tory, an early 16th century building to 
the left of the courtyard. Inside we find 
a vast rectangular room in which we can 
admire paintings and sculptures of differ-
ent styles and from different eras. In the 
sacristy we find a collection of liturgical 
fittings: chalices, thuribles, ostensories, 
reliquaries, and then the most important 
and ancient piece of the collection: a 
processional cross dated 1378.
Info: tel. +39 055 8406853
055 8406794 - www.museisantagata.it 

3. The nature system 

The nature system is dedicated to as-
pects that regard the territory’s vegeta-
tion and fauna, and finds its focal point in 
the Museum of the Historical Landscape 
of the Apennines.

MuseuM oF The 
hisTorical landscaPe 
oF The aPennines
Moscheta - Firenzuola 
The museum is set in the thousand year 
old Vallombrosian abbey of Mos-
cheta and we can follow five different 
itineraries that will help us understand 
the Apennine territory of Mugello. From 
the hypothetical year 1000 (when the 
land was covered in woods and castles), 
we move on to the occupation of the 

( Processional cross in the Sant’Agata 
  Collection of Sacred Art
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( The Archaeological Museum

territory for agricultural use (“New lands”, cultivated lands and 
woods), and then finally the era of the great transformations of 
the settlements and the natural environment (the modelling of 
the Apennine area: roads, towns, and countryside from the 18th 
to the 19th century). The most recent signs of human intervention 
are mainly found, first, in the organization of agriculture (Land-
scaped farm estates from the 19th to the 20th century), in the 
progressive abandonment of the mountain, and, second, the re-
consideration of its cultural value (from an uninhabited mountain 
to an inhabited one).
Info: tel. +39 055 8144900 - 338 2267431- www.ischetus.com

4. The archeological estate system 
The archeological estate system touches upon some of the most 
important archaeological sites in the territory, the main archaeo-
logical museum, and it includes two museum-laboratories special-
ized in early, ancient and medieval history.

The archaeological MuseuM
City Hall Palace - Dicomano
The museum offers a outstanding itinerary: it embraces a vast 
period with artifacts that date from as far back as the Prehistoric 
era and move through history until the Renaissance. The artifacts 
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( Archeological find in the Upper Mugello Museum 

from recent excavations in the area of “il Piano”, at the centre of 
the Bilancino reservoir, pottery and remains from the ceramic 
site in “Monti”, brought to light at the side of the Fortezza di San 
Martino in San Piero a Sieve, or even jewellery and hand crafted 
stones of Etruscan origin from the excavation site in Colla a Vic-
chio. Another fascinating pavilion is dedicated to rock stele. The 
museum also includes an educational laboratory. 
Info: tel. +39 055 8385408 

sanT’agaTa cenTre 
For archaeological docuMenTaTion
Sant’Agata - Scarperia 
This learning lab and exhibition centre documents the princi-
pal archaeological finds in western Mugello from early history to 
modern times.
Info: tel. +39 055 8406853 - 055 8406794
www.museisantagata.it 

uPPer Mugello archaeological MuseuM 
Palazzo dei Capitani - Palazzuolo sul Senio 
The exhibition documents the remotest and less renowned past 
of the Lamone, Senio and Santerno valleys. 
Info: tel. +39 055 8046008 - 055 8046154 - 055 8046283
www.palazzuoloeventi.com
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The archaeological ruins 
oF Frascole 
Frascole - Dicomano 
The numerous excavation sites have allowed us to 
discover, along with the foundations of the ancient 
romanesque church of san Martino 
al Poggio, the impressive quadrangular perim-
eter of an Etruscan building, which was probably 
a fort of some kind used to control the road from 
Casentino. It may be presumed that the building 
was a fortified residence belonging to a great aris-
tocratic family from the area, or maybe a temple. 
The most interesting remain consists in a Fiesole 
style funerary stele from the 6th century BC. 
Info: tel. +39 055 8385408 

Other museums, exhibitions 
and cultural centres

hisTorical eThnograPhic 
exPosiTion 
Bruscoli - Firenzuola 
The exposition displays traditional farm ob-
jects, as well as war records and memorabilia 
from WWII.
Info: tel. +39 055 8199437 
055 8199459 - www.firenzuolaturismo.it

caMPana research cenTre 
“enrico consolini”
Marradi 
The centre is dedicated totally to the Marradi 
poet Dino Campana: it collects the various edi-
tions of his works, written monographs of his 
life and his poetry, theses; magazines and news 
papers that first published Campana’s works 
and the reviews, documents from the registrar’s 
office in Marradi, and iconographic material.
Info: tel. +39 055 8045943
www.dinocampana.it
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( Marradi art, culture and nature in mugello

Margheri WaTerMill
Madonna dei Tre Fiumi - Borgo San Lorenzo
The ancient watermill, which was probably built around 845, con-
tinues to function. It offers the sale of mill ground products: chest-
nut flour, corn flour, and common wheat flour. Open every day 
except on holidays where visits are only upon request. Property 
of the Margheri-Cerbai family.
Info: tel. +39 055 8403051
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nouveau in mugello
liberty style: art

Two centuries ago Chini manufacturing was founded in Mugello. 
It is an excellent example of artistic craftsmanship in the produc-
tion of ceramics. 
At the beginning of the 19th century the head of the chini fam-
ily, Piero Alessio Chini, a decorator, passed down his passion for 
the arts to his children and nephews, who, from simple appren-
tices soon became eclectic, creative and able artists.
One of the family’s most prominent figures was definitely gali-
leo chini who, along with his cousin Chino Chini, founded the 
“San Lorenzo Furnace” manufacturing in 1906, in Borgo San Lor-
enzo. They produced ceramics and glass works that immediately 
gained success. At the beginning of the 20th century Galileo Chini 
became one of the major representatives of Liberty (Art Nou-
veau) in Italy and by 1906 his fame as an artist had reached the 
far east. In fact, he left for Bangkok to paint the walls of the 
Ananta Samakhom Throne Hall with frescos.
Next, the manufacturing company dressed the thermal spa in Sal-
somaggiore “Lorenzo Berzieri” in grès ceramic, and Galileo Chini, 
along with other artists of the period, painted a fresco on a part 
of it. From 1925 on Chini manufacturing took part in a number 
of national and international expositions in which the artwork of 
Galileo Chini, by this time a renowned decorator and able crafts-
man, was very much appreciated and valued.



( Dida

41

( Ceramic panel in Chini Ceramic Museum

The manufacturing company continued to produce works of 
great value until 1943 when, following the terrible bombing of 
Borgo San Lorenzo, which caused extensive damage and many 
victims, the damage to the company was so great that it could 
not continue to produce as it once had.
Today we can admire what the descendants of Pietro alessio 
chini have created and what time has preserved in the Chini 
Ceramic Museum in Borgo San Lorenzo, as well as in many build-
ings all over Italy and the world.

The liBerTy (arT nouVeau) iTinerary 
in Borgo san lorenZo 

The suggested itinerary starts in Pecori giraldi Palace. Con-
structed on the site of an ancient Giraldi property, the façade is in 
Renaissance style, while the interior, including the chini ceramic 
Museum which it houses, is proof of the vibrant Art Nouveau 
style brought to Mugello by the family. 
The halls have both geometrical and floral frescos, and reproduc-
tions of Medieval works created by Galileo Chini in the early 20th 
century. Of important value is the cyclic decoration representing 
Saint George on the walls of the main hall. Of great interest is 
the exhibition of ceramic, objects in grès, and rare polychrome 
glass-works.
Info: tel. +39 055 8456230 - www.villapecori.it
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The itinerary continues along via IV Novem-
bre and the Villino chini, which was built by 
Chino Chini in 1923 for his family, which still 
resides there. For this reason it is impossible to 
visit the inside.
The villino once stood near the San Lorenzo 
Furnace, but today it stands next to the work-
shop and exposition room of the Franco 
Pecchioli ceramic company.
We move towards the historical centre along 
via della Repubblica and past numerous Vil-
lini liberty (Art Nouveau style homes). They 
were constructed by the Chini family at the be-
ginning of the 20th century and are very similar 
to the homes we find in famous thermal and sea 
resorts like Montecatini Terme, and Viareggio.
City Hall is in Piazza Dante. It was constructed 
at the beginning of the 20th century and on the 
first floor we find the Mayor’s office, which 
was completely decorated by Chini. It is par-
ticularly interesting to note the floor covering, a 
sunburst, and the Art Nouveau style glass panes.
Info: tel. +39 055 849661

To the left of City Hall we find the Neo-Gothic 
style Misericordia oratory, inaugurated in 
1908. The portal is adorned with a majolica Pi-
eta created by Galileo Chini. A rosette made 
by Chini manufacturing stands above the en-
trance. Two angel shaped candlesticks in glazed 
white terracotta, and two bas-reliefs - Saint Jo-
seph on the left wall, and Madonna with Child 
on the right - in painted terracotta are also 
products of the furnace. On the vault of the 
apse we find a painting of the Madonna della 
Misericordia (Our Lady of Mercy).

Once back at City Hall and along via Bandini 
we reach san lorenzo Parish church (see 
pp. 17). In this imposing example of Roman-
esque-Lombard architecture (11th century), 
we find the Christ Blessed among the Saints 
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Lorenzo and Martin, a mural in which Galileo Chini celebrated 
his all-embracing, eclectic talent. The motifs and the incisive lines 
that define the figures are typical early 20th century Italian style. 
Info: tel. +39 055 8459295

Next to the church we find the san Francesco Tabernacle.
It was built entirely by the Chini family in 1926 to commemorate 
the centenary of the death of the saint.
The niche, which is situated in a part of the wall of the monastery 
of Santa Caterina and holds a ceramic statue of Saint Francis, is 

( Pecori Giraldi Palace
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completely covered in tiles. It is decorated with paintings of a 
lamb and a wolf, and it also contains some impressive tiles rep-
resenting the coats of arms of the most important Mugello fami-
lies. The entire piece is enclosed under a tile-covered roof from 
which a wrought iron lamp hangs.

oTher sToPs along The liBerTy 
(arT nouVeau) iTinerary in Mugello 

The Chini family left numerous examples of their artistic talent in 
the various buildings and places of worship in area of Borgo and 
the Mugello territory. Searching these places out gives us cause to 
experience the tranquillity and the beauty of the Tuscan country-
side. The large, well kept Tabernacolo di lutiano, which stands 
at the corner of the road that leads from Borgo San Lorenzo to 
Sagginale and near the Lutiano residence, was constructed in 1721 
to commemorate a miracle. In 1914 it was enriched with the image 
of the Madonna with Child. The work, is a mosaic in ceramic tile.

Above the entrance in santa Maria a olmi church, just 
outside Borgo, on the road to Salaiole, we can admire a grand 
polychrome stained glass window of Christ the King.  The church 
also holds six semicircular windows, which are attributed to Tito 
and Galileo Chini.
Info: tel. +39 055 8459295

( Villa Striano
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Above the main door in the 13th century s. Maria a Pulicciano 
church, which stands in a breathtaking location just above Ron-
ta (Borgo San Lorenzo), we can admire a ceramic polychrome 
half-moon by Galileo Chini.
Info: tel. +39 055 8403378

Villa striano, is just outside Borgo in Pulicciano. The structure 
was renovated in Art Nouveau style by the architect Del Moro. 
A double tower was added, and the residence was embellished 
with squares, terraces and a two-tier arcade, the upper floor of 
which holds the frescos of Galileo Chini. The villa is surrounded 
by a vast English garden with imposing age-old trees among which 
some rare species can be found. The lemon-house is bathed in 
light and magnificent.
Info: tel. +39 055 8403060 - 347 8523383 - www.villastriano.it 

If we move towards Faenza, past Ronta and the Colla Pass we 
reach our last stop: Marradi. Palazzo Torriani, built at the end 
of the 16th century on the ruins of a pre-Roman tower, stands 
in the historical centre of the town. Recently restored, it has re-
gained its ancient splendour. Its most precious decorations are 
20th century ones and are the work of Galileo Chini and Silvestro 
Lega. In the centre of the façade, above the portal, we find a 
sandstone coat of arms of the noble and ancient Torriani family.
Info: tel. +39 055 8042363 - www.palazzotorriani.it 

( Frescoes in Torriani Palace
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Crespino

Marradi

Palazzuolo
sul Senio

Ronta

Vaglia

Pontassieve

Rufina

Contea

Barberino
di Mugello

Scarperia

San Piero
a Sieve Borgo 

San
Lorenzo

Vicchio

Firenzuola

Faenza

Brisighella

FLORENCE

RAVENNA

Dicomano

a transapennine railway
from florence to ravenna
“On Sunday, April 23rd (editor’s note 1893), the Faenza-Florence 
railway line will be inaugurated... Tomorrow Faenza and the hospita-
ble Romagna will embrace the friendly Florence and the culturally-
rich Tuscany; together they will joyfully celebrate their long-awaited 
reconciliation, thus underlining the firm belief that a resurgence of 
cultural inspiration and well-being will spring from the depths of the 
Apennines with the powerful steam engine.” 
(passage from the poster of the city-state of Faenza)

the faentina:
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( Marradi

1893 was an unforgettable year for Tuscany and Romagna: the rail-
way had finally triumphed over the mountain and created a link 
between two seas and two ports, the Tyrrhenian Sea with Leghorn 
and the Adriatic Sea with Ravenna.
The 101-kilometre railway left Santa Maria Novella Station in Flor-
ence and reached Faenza after  passing through sixteen intermedi-
ate stations (which include the stations of Vaglia, S. Piero, Borgo S. 
Lorenzo, Ronta, Marradi, and Brisighella). 
The Faentina railway is rich in works of art that are extraordinary 
monuments of Italian railway engineering. These include the splen-
did arched “pietra serena” (sandstone) bridge over the Rio Trillero 
(between Panicaglia and Ronta) with its 36 metre depressed arch, 
and additional eight archways; the railway viaducts that cross the 
Buggiano river, the Rio Morto and the Poggio river ; and the enchant-
ing 199 metre rail bridge that crosses the Lamone and the Faentina 
state road in Marradi. 
On June 30, 1913, 32 kilometres of railway line from Borgo S. Lor-
enzo to Pontassieve were inaugurated to create an efficient link to 
the Florence-Rome line and to central Italy.
The stations of Vicchio, Dicomano, Contea-Londa and Rufina were 
placed along the line, which coasts the Sieve River either on the left 
or the right bank.
In 1944-45, as the German troops withdrew from Florence, they 
systematically destroyed the stretch of railway that went from Flor-
ence to Borgo S. Lorenzo: road bridges, rail bridges and tunnels 
were mined with TNT and other explosives.
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The Borgo S. Lorenzo-Faenza and Borgo S. Lorenzo-Pontassieve 
railway lines were reconstructed in the years shortly following the 
war, but the section that runs from Borgo S. Lorenzo to Florence did 
not undergo reconstruction until the 1980s. On January 14, 1999, 
the railway was officially inaugurated for the second time in its his-
tory. The Faentina railway not only allows the traveller to discover 
“ by slow train” two artistically rich cities, Florence and Ravenna, 
but to stop in Mugello, as well as in the Lamone river valley, in  an 
enchanting uncontaminated environment.
Info on Firenze - Faenza schedules: 
tel. 199 892021 - 06 3000 - www.trenitalia.com 
It is possible to transport bicycles on the Faentina railway.

FroM Florence To Borgo san lorenZo
In the past, the Faentina railway line left Santa Maria Novella sta-
tion from tracks 15 and 16 and occupied the Florence-Rome line 
as far as the “Pellegrino” junction where the actual Faenza railway 
line begins.
Today the tracks leaving santa Maria novella for Mugello are 
almost always 17 and 18, on the east platform, 5 minutes from 
the ticket booth.
Upon leaving the station of Campo di Marte, the railway coasts 
the Mugnone River and passes extremely close to the 16th cen-
tury villa Salviati. Towering above the valley, on the right, is the 
ancient Etruscan city of Fiesole. 
The train, therefore, leaves the city of Florence and plunges into the 
breathtaking beauty of the Apennines. It moves through the tunnels 
of “Monterinaldi” and “Spiccarello”, at the foot of Fiesole, and into 
the Pian di Mugnone valley to the caldine/Fiesole station.
The railway then moves through the tunnel of S. Andrea a Sveglia, 
which curves sharply to the left, and then through the 3,584.30 
metre long tunnel just under the town of Pratolino, which hap-
pens to be the second longest tunnel on the Faentina line after 
the Allocchi tunnel, which stretches under the Apennines.
Just past the town of Fontebuona, the railway emerges from the 
tunnel and travels through the narrow Carza river valley. It then 
passes the stations of Vaglia and san Piero a sieve, crosses the 
Sieve river and enters the heart of Mugello.
The line cuts the main road that goes to Scarperia - il Giogo - 
Imola and coasts the Sieve River and the state road, on its right, to 
the station of Borgo San Lorenzo.
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FroM Tuscany To roMagna
As the train leaves Borgo San Lorenzo the tract becomes extremely 
picturesque and in steady ascent (up to 26‰).
The train moves through a vast open area among fields of wheat, 
soybeans and sunflowers. The landscape becomes more and more 
breathtaking: age-old vineyards and olive groves, thousand year-old 
parish churches, ancient farmhouses, and geometrically designed 
vegetable gardens accompany the traveller as far as the station of 
ronta, the last town in the valley before reaching the Apennines.
The two “Faentinas”, the road and the railway, then separate; the first 
climbs to the Colla di Casaglia Pass, while the railway enters the depths 
of the mountain through an almost continuous succession of tunnels 
and rail bridges. The brief intervals outside the tunnels enchant the 
traveller with glimpses of a territory that is both remote and uncon-
taminated, among chestnut woods, first, and beech tree woods, later. 
The traveller can marvel at the paths and ancient mule-tracks, the 
ancient ruins and the numerous line-inspector’s homes along the way.
Just past the Fornello stop, where neither houses nor roads are to 
be seen, the track enters the great Apennine or Allocchi tunnel. Mid-
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way (about 1800 metres off) it reaches the full height of the pass, 
578.38 metres above sea level. From there it begins its descent to-
wards Romagna, and the stations of crespino sul lamone and 
Marradi, town of the poet Dino Campana.
Once past the station, which is large with a vast square and numer-
ous railway tracks, the line begins its descent towards the Romagna 
plain. The view is gripping; villas, medieval castles, and a landscape 
that goes from mountainous to hilly with an abundance of peach and 
cherry orchards that dot the landscape with clouds of blossoms in 
the springtime. The train then passes through the well-known medie-
val city of Brisighella, and reaches, just ten kilometres away, the city 
of Faenza where it meets the Adriatic Bologna-Ancona railway line.
In 1921 the Faenza-Russi line was inaugurated and since then it is 
possible (in some cases without changing trains) to reach the splen-
did city of ravenna, the next station Classe, and the Adriatic coast.

FroM Borgo san lorenZo To Florence
From Faenza the traveller can also choose to reach Florence by tak-
ing the railway line that from Borgo San Lorenzo coasts the Sieve 
River Valley instead of taking the Faentina.
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( Dida

This railway line, in fact, may run along the left or right bank of 
the river.
The view from the windows is rich and wide-ranging: lines of cy-
press trees that lead to hidden villas that stand under the shade of 
age-old woods, ancient farm houses that overlook sunken valleys, 
the Mount Giovi mountain range on the right, Mount Falterona in 
the background, and the ridge of the Tuscan-Romagna Apennines 
on the left.
Upon leaving Borgo San Lorenzo the railway line reaches Vicchio, 
the birthplace of Giotto and Beato Angelico. The valley here is still 
open but it starts to narrow as we move closer to dicomano.
The railway then bends south to the station of contea/londa. 
The landscape that is shaped by the Sieve River and its tributaries is 
pleasant: the gentle rolling hills display rows of vines alternated with 
the grey foliage of olive groves.
Once past the station of rufina, famous for the excellent Chianti 
wine of the same name, the line coasts the main Forlivese road 
and reaches Pontassieve, where the Sieve River flows into the Arno 
River. From Pontassieve to S. Maria Novella, the most important 
Florentine station, the train continues along the Rome-Florence rail-
way line.
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The uncontaminated environment, the mountains, rivers, lakes 
and still waters of this hidden corner of Tuscany, invite the travel-
ler to spend a holiday enjoying nature in a harmonious rapport 
with the territory.  There are many natural settings to be enjoyed, 
abundant in both flora and fauna, where roe deer, wild boar and 
mouflons can be sighted. The wolf and the eagle are both crea-
tures that have returned to inhabit the areas of Val dell’Inferno 
and Valle del Rovigo in the Giogo-Casaglia reserve. To enjoy na-
ture to the fullest, the Mugello countryside offers numerous trails 
and dirt roads along which to walk immersed in the beauty of 
the surroundings. 

ENJOyING NATURE 



54

Just a few kilometres beyond the gates of Florence, along the 
ridges of the Mugello and Sieve Valley basins, you can walk for 
days and days. An extensive path, forming an immense ring, runs 
along the crests of the Florentine Apennines. A tormented geo-
logical past has given the landscape the “soft” contours of the 
typical Tuscan hills, as well as the rough ones of the high Apen-
nines with its steep ridges, gorges and rocky heights. The most 
enchanting sights along the paths that coast the rocky Mugello 
peaks and the Sieve Valley hills are, in effect, the boulders, the 
summits, and the deep incisions engraved in the landscape by the 

so.f.t. trekking
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Mugello trekking system SO.F.T.

rives and streams that flow into Tuscany and Val Padana, along 
with the falls and a multitude of springs.

so.F.T (Florence springs Trekking) is a network of paths 
made up of a main trail from which twenty-two other minor 
trails branch off.  

The main route runs along a section of Apennine ridge (Passo 
della Futa - Monte Falterona is part of the gea - great apen-
nine excursions), the watershed that separates the Adriatic 
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and Tyrrhenian seas, and the range that sepa-
rates the Mugello basin from the Florence-
Prato valley and from the Bisenzio vale (Mount 
Giovi, Passo Croci di Calenzano, Calvana).
Nature lovers can bask in the natural wonders 
of the territory, both flora and fauna. It is not 
difficult to spot fallow and roe deer, or wild 
boar and wolf tracks.
The twenty-two secondary paths offer the 
traveller the opportunity to take day trips that 
focus on a specific environmental and histori-
cal-artistic theme.
Some paths run along ancient roads that 
date back to the Etruscan-Roman and Medi-
eval periods, offering a view of castles, ancient 
churches, archaeological ruins and prestigious 
Medicean villas.

TRAIL STOpS 
It is possible for travellers on the SO.F.T and 
G.E.A. trails to find shelter in the numerous 
“trail stops” - villas, farmhouses, old country 
schools, monasteries, campsites and farm holi-
days - along the way. The trail stop is almost 
always found in small hamlets or enchanting 
localities that can be reached by car. Stopovers 
must be booked.
Info about trail stops: www.mugellotoscana.it

MOUNT FALTERONA AND CAMpIGNA 
FOREST NATIONAL pARK IN CASENTINO
The Florentine part of Mount Falterona and 
Campigna Forest National Park in Casentino, 
extends to the northern part of Mugello to 
the bordering provinces of Arezzo and Forlì. 
The landscape, typically mountainous, can be 
explored on foot, on horseback or by moun-
tain bike along well-marked trails, lanes and 
bridle paths. We can reach the lovely hamlet 
of Castagno d’Andrea (in the municipality of 
San Godenzo), which was the birthplace of the 
great Renaissance painter Andrea del Castagno, 
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( Roe deer

from both the Muraglione Pass, or the Valico della Croce a Mori 
(in the municipality of Londa). The suggested sites include: the 
summit of Falterona, the arno river springs, the archaeologi-
cal area of lago degli idoli, the acqua cheta valley with the 
enchanting falls described in Dante’s Inferno, canto XVI, and the 
crests of Mounts Acuto, Falco and Levane are but a few points of 
interest. In winter, the snow allows for wonderful skiing expedi-
tions, both cross-country and downhill, while on the northern 
part of Mount Acuto you can mountain climb near the frozen falls.
Info: www.parconazionaleforestecasentinesi.it

art, culture and nature in mugello
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The Tuscan Region Forests cover a distance of 110,000 hectares 
and make up almost 20% of all Italian state forests. The Giogo-
Casaglia forest range, which spreads across the Tuscan-Romagna 
Apennine, is the vastest and most important of the four: it occupies 
6,000 hectares in the municipality of Palazzuolo sul Senio, Borgo San 
Lorenzo, Firenzuola and Scarperia. The overall condition of the foot-
paths, bridle paths and bike paths is first-rate, and we highly recom-
mend the rest areas and shelters, which were recently restored by 
the Comunità Montana with the cooperation of other associations.

in the forests
of the giogo casaglia
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IN VAL D’INFERNO

The route: Moscheta - Isola - La Serra - Monte Acuto Val dell’Inferno 
- Moscheta (Firenzuola)
Time required: 5-6 hours
Uphill climb: 550 m
Trails: 713, G.E.A., SO.F.T. main route. 
Difficulty: Lengthy hike, but not difficult. A beautiful part of which 
runs through Val d’Inferno. 

The trail sets off from Moscheta and runs left of the Abbey onto a 
gravel path that climbs up along the right of the Vacchile stream. It 
then continues right along a path that coasts the first large tributary 
to the right of the stream. Once past Case Isola and Isolina, near 
a fountain, the trail runs onto a dirt road. At the fork in the road, 
the trail moves left. At Serra (904 metres above sea level), the trail 
turns nearly full circle and moves north, to the left, on the grassy 
ridge of Mount Acuto (1058 m). On the other side of the breath-
takingly beautiful summit, the trail travels left for some hundred 
metres on a dirt road and meets with a road that comes from 
Moscheta. The trail moves right along this road (CAI 713) towards 
a group of houses and then to Ca’ Nova (771 m). At the fork in the 
road, the trail goes left onto the GEA route, which leads into the 
Veccione gorge. As the trail ascends the hill, it passes the rundown 
houses of the Val d’Inferno (541 m) and then the Vecchione Mill. 
On leaving Moscheta, the road moves on the left of the Abbey 
along a pebble path that moves upward along the right of the 
Vacchile river. The path continues to the right along the first large 

Moscheta

Monte Acuto

La Serra

Itineraries on foot
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tributary. Once past the Case Isola and Isolina, near a spring, a dirt 
path begins; at the fork in the road the path moves left and once at 
Serra (904 m.a.s.l.) the road seems almost to turn full round in the 
opposite direction ascending on the left (north) on the grassy side 
of Monte Acuto. Past the breathtaking view from the top, moving 
some 100 metres along a dirt road to the left, we find the road that 
comes from Moscheta. By taking the road on the right (713 CAI) 
we meet a group of houses and later Ca’ Nova (new houses) (771 
m.a.s.l.) and a fork. On the left we find the GEA trail that leads to 
the Veccione gore. Ascending we first pass the Val d’Inferno ruins 
(541m.a.s.l.) and then Molino del Vecchione (old man’s mill). Just a 
short way further on the left we find the Moscheta Abbey.

ThE CLIMB TO ThE SUMMIT

The route: Grezzano - Monte Verruca - Poggio dei Prati Piani - Pog-
gio Rotto - Grezzano (Borgo San Lorenzo)
Time required: 4-5 hours
Uphill climb: 500 m
Trails: 38 - 38/A - 00 - 36/B - 36/A
Difficulty: An easy trail on an unproblematic dirt road with a splen-
did view as it approaches the summit. 

Leaving the square in Grezzano (358 m), the trail runs along the 
first paved road on the left. Just before reaching Risolaia, it turns 
left on a mountain trail (CAI 38), which begins near a farmhouse 
and ends near a chained passage. Just past the chain, the trail goes 
right onto a wide dirt road that leads to the Castellonchio shelter 
(591 m). The trail moves right around the building, and a few me-
tres before a small gully (730 m), on the right, a narrow path leads 
to “Castellaccio”, where still today you can admire the remains 
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of a Medieval lookout tower. As the trail descends north from 
Castellaccio, it reaches a small pass where the road becomes a 
footpath that climbs up to the top of Mount Verruca (929 m). 
The trail continues along until it reaches a fork in the road, in a 
small clearing. It turns right onto a path that bends upwards (CAI 
38/A). Some 400 metres later, the trail cuts left and soon returns 
onto the trail, which bends north and dips into a small pass (805 
m). The trail continues right along the crest (CAI 00), and just 
before reaching the hill that overlooks the Prati Piani, descends 
right (CAI 38/B). The trail moves along a scenic ridge and, once at 
the clearing in the pinewood, continues along itinerary CAI 36/A, 
which bends right. After Poggio Rotto (802 m), the trail continues 
as far as Casali, Risolaia and Grezzano.

ThE wATERFALL TRAIL

The route: Capanna Marcone - Molino dei Diacci - Rifugio I Diacci 
- Altello - Pian di Rovigo - Capanna Marcone (Palazzuolo sul Senio)
Time required: 2-3 hours
Uphill climb: 450 m
Trails: Wooden arrows mark the CAI 00 trail
Difficulty: Easy trail in an extremely enchanting natural setting. 

From Colla di Casaglia (913 m), the trail, which can be run by car 
or on foot, moves along the road for Palazzuolo sul Senio, and to 
a sharp curve in the road (1010 m, ample parking on the right). 
The trail moves along the forest path just beyond the metal bar 
on the left (red and white CAI 00 signs mark the way) and travels 
to Capanna Marcone (1021 m), a quaint unlocked stone shelter 
with a table, chairs and a fireplace. Just opposite the shelter, a trail 
leading to Mulino dei Diacci (following the arrows for Torrente 
Rovigo - Diacci) lies on the right. 
At first the path is level, but soon it begins to descend along the 
Fosso Dei Pianacci woodland gully. Further ahead, the trail moves 
along the right side of the valley and then descends among small 
but charming waterfalls formed by the stream and its tributar-
ies. The natural setting, dominated by beech trees, is breathtaking. 
This particular trail, as well as many others in the area, has been 
marked with wooden arrows by the people who run the Diacci 
shelter. It reaches the Rovigo stream, just in front of the ancient Di-
acci Mill (865 m). The trail crosses the river, which flows over the 
smooth Apennine rocks, and comes to a fork in the road. Bypass-
ing the main trail to the left, which moves along the bottom of the 
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valley, the trail moves right and up a steep path. Soon after, the trail 
moves right again onto a small path that stretches between two 
boulders. From here it is possible to pass under a high waterfall: 
the most beautiful in the area. Once on the main trail again, the 
path follows the arrows for Diacci and continues to rise sharply 
until it reaches the sunny clearing on which the shelter (941 m) 
stands. The trail follows the signs for Altello and Pian di Rovigo 
along a wide path that sets off from behind the shelter and moves 
along the mountainside. It crosses a stream and climbs slightly until 
it reaches a sharp curve on the right. The main trail, marked with 
red and white signs, climbs to Poggio dell’Altello (from the hillock 
there is a path that coasts the crest: to the right of a dirt road that 
leads back to Diacci). The suggested itinerary bypasses this path 
and moves straight on, beyond a fence and into the woods (red 
and white signs mark the trail). Just below, the trail becomes more 
visible and, in some places, comes out onto open, barren, angled 
plains. Past the fence, the trail ascends to Pian di Rovigo (888 m). 
Descending to the left, the trail touches upon the ancient homes 
of Pian di Rovigo (864 m) and then continues to the bottom of 
the valley along a deep narrow path. At the Diacci Mill the trail 
turns back, along the same route, to the place of departure.
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AMONG CRESTS AND ShELTERS 

The route:  Giogo Pass (Scarperia) - Rifugio La Serra - Capanna 
Marcone - Valdiccioli - Colla di Casaglia (Borgo San Lorenzo)
Distance run: 24 km (there and back) 
Uphill climb: 250 m
Trails: 00, SOFT
Difficulty: Classical trail along the beautiful forest paths near the 
crests of the Apennines. Numerous alternative routes leading to in-
teresting localities and shelters. 

From the Giogo Pass (882 m) the trail takes the forest path 
on the right (coming from Scarperia). The path is closed off to 
cars by a barrier (GEA signs mark the trail, CAI 00 and SOFT). 
It runs along the ridge until it reaches the Adriatic side of the 
Apennine crest. Bypassing other marked paths, it turns back, for 
a short distance, along the ridge and then begins the descent. It 
meets numerous curves and reaches an open field, Prati Piani 
(Flat Meadows) where horses and cows graze. As the trail passes 
under Mount Pratone it meets a fresh spring and then climbs 
through a beech forest. Bypassing a path on the left that dips 
down to Moscheta, the trail continues up to the crest (1013 m).
It bypasses the dirt road on the right that descends to Grezzano 
and moves on along the main path until it reaches a fork in the 
road. The road on the left leads to the nearby La Serra Shelter 
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(904 m), or down to Moscheta (569 m) along a dirt road. Mov-
ing straight on, by way of numerous and descents, towards Colla 
di Casaglia, the trail comes to an open meadow on which a 
small stone construction with a chimney, the Capanna Marcone 
(1021 m), stands. To the right, the path leads directly to another 
shelter, Valdiccioli (878 m). Straight on along the main road, it 
leads to Colla di Casaglia (913 m), and the end of the itinerary. 
To the left, the trail climbs to a beautiful picnic area with tables 
and barbeque pit. The return trail is identical to the one taken 
to this point.

TO CASETTA DI TIARA AND ThE CASA D’ERCI MUSEUM

The route: Passo della Colla - Poggio Roncaccio - Casetta di Tiara - 
Moscheta - Grezzano - Borgo San Lorenzo - Passo della Colla
Time required: 4½ hours 
Distance run: 53,2 km 
Uphill climb: 924 m
Trails: SOFT main route - GEA - 701 - SOFT 15 - 00 - 36 - SOFT 14
Difficulty: Great. Possible tour of the Casa d’Erci and Badia di Mos-
cheta Museums.

From the Colla Pass the trail goes towards Palazzuolo sul Senio to 
the Sambuca Pass. On the left of the valley we find a loose earth 
path that coasts the entire ridge that divides the Senio from the 
Santerno valley. We follow the white and red CAI 701, GEA and 
main SO.F.T. trails until, after a series of ascents and descents, we 
reach Poggio Roncaccio. Once on the small knoll, we take the trail 

to the left. It is flagged with sand-
stone and leads to the “Casa 
dell’ Otro”. A steep descent fol-
lows. It leads to the hamlet of 
Casetta di Tiara. A downhill tar-
mac road leads to Rio Veccione. 
Once on the loose earth trail 
and over the bridge, we turn 
right at the fork and head for 
the beautiful Valle dell’Inferno. 
The trail moves through a spec-
tacular hornbeam and chestnut 
gully. The particular land for-
mation, sandstone rock layers, 
will make cycling in this stretch 

( Palazzuolo sul Senio 
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rather difficult. Thirty minutes into the trail we cross a tarmac road. 
Here we turn left and after a short distance reach Moscheta Ab-
bey where we can rest, visit the museum, stock up on water and 
have a snack in the trattoria. We move back along the tarmac road 
towards Osteto and the Giogo Pass. After a short distance we 
pass a loose earth trail on the left. It rises slightly and is blocked 
by a railing. We move past the obstacle and start a rapid climb 
(SO.F.T. 15) to Acquabona, which is found on the forest state road 
(00CAI) and links the Colla Pass to the Giogo Pass. We move left 
for another 500 metres until we reach the detour that leads (36 
CAI - SOFT 14) to a knoll: “Mansalto”. We descend right until we 
reach the Frassineta building. Here we can take a break and stock 
up on fresh spring water. Once back on the trail, after a steep but 
brief descent, we find ourselves in the vicinity of the Casa d‘Erci 
Museum, and therefore Grezzano. Travelling along the tarmac road 
we first reach Borgo San Lorenzo and then, by taking the Faentina 
road, Ronta and the Colla Pass.

More info about shelters, recreational activities, trail maps and 
details are available on the website www.mugellotoscana.it 
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The territory offers hikers an infinite number of 
routes to follow. The SO.F.T. and CAI trails offer 
either short and pleasant, or challenging and spell-
binding hikes in Mugello. Here are a few examples 
of other possible itineraries.

other itineraries 
on foot
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TREKKING By TRAIN 

The route: From Crespino to Marradi
Time required: 2,5 / 3 hours
Uphill climb: 391m
Trails: 527
Difficulty: Easy trail

From either the stations in Florence or Faenza, the Faentina rail-
way arrives at the station in Crespino. The train from Florence 
moves through the Mugello territory to Borgo San Lorenzo and 
then ascends to the locality of Ronta and later Crespino sul La-
mone. The train ride from Faenza, is much shorter and the train 
stops in Brisighella and Marradi before reaching Crespino (525 
metres above sea level). Finally on foot, the trail sets off from the 
Crespino station, and crosses the Lamone river. 
It starts to climb an ancient mountain path towards the Pigara 
estate (606 m). The trail then moves through a chestnut wood 
and later up a steep hill. 
Higher up along the trail, the path bends left and slightly down-
wards to the remains of the old Garminana farmhouse. The trail 
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passes the house and reaches a very scenic position. It continues 
uphill and to the right as far as the main crest, called Poggio Val-
dosera (916 m). The trail moves along the crest and starts to de-
scend rapidly between the river Lamone, left, and the Campigno 
stream, right. At Mount Villanova, the trail moves away from the 
crest, and dips steeply down through a green wood to a paved 
bit of road near Castellaccio, which overlooks the hamlet of Bi-
forco where the Campigno flows into the Lamone. The trail then 
crosses the main road 302, otherwise known as the Faentina, and 
takes the road that moves along the left of the river Lamone and 
towards the station of Marradi.

ON ThE TRACKS OF DON MILANI

The route: The Barbiana trail (Vicchio)
Time required: 2-2,5 hours
Uphill climb: 340 m
Trails: CAI 11 and 11a, SOFT 5, unmarked trail
Difficulty: The itinerary is suited to all those who are interested in 
the places where Don Milani taught. Very scenic towards the top.

From Borgo San Lorenzo, the trail moves along the road for Flor-
ence (via Faentina). At the first fork in the road, the trail moves 
left towards Sagginale. It continues along the main road towards 
Vicchio and reaches a cross road with road signs for Barbiana. 
The trail climbs right until a group of houses, Mulino di Baldracca, 
where it goes right for Barbiana. Just past this point, to the left, 
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( Statue of Giotto in Vicchio

there is a large parking area near a small 
tourist lake (220 m). 
On foot from the car park, the trail, now 
a gravel road, swerves up towards Bar-
biana. About twenty minutes on, the trail 
comes to a crossroad. The trail leaves the 
road for Barbiana and moves left onto a 
level gravel path. It moves through the 
oak wood and reaches a bridge. 
Once over the bridge, the trail bypasses 
the road on the left and continues along 
the main road for a few minutes. It then 
turns right (towards Barbiana) onto a 
minor trail that climbs into the woods. 
The trail bypasses the many minor paths 
that it encounters and climbs steeply. It 
bypasses a path that descends to the left 
and, at the next crossways, goes right 
onto the main trail. This route takes the 
traveller to a marked crossways. On the 
right, the path goes to the Barbiana cem-
etery where the tomb of Don Milani 
can be found. Back on the main trail, the 
path climbs gently for a few metres and 
arrives at the church and school of Bar-
biana (471 m).
Once past the church, the trail bypasses 
the first path on the left, which leads to a 
pasture where cows can be seen grazing, 
and moves on to the next path on the 
left. It climbs through the woods along a 
fence. After two bends, the road starts 
to climb steeply and reaches Castello 
(541 m). The architectural style of one 
of the houses clearly reflects the archi-
tecture of the ancient castle that once 
stood on this spot. The trail dips right 
onto the main gravel road, further down, 
which moves back to the main road for 
Barbiana. The trail moves left on this 
road and back to the departure point.
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IN ThE ChESTNUT wOODS

The route:  Marradi - Casanova - Pergole - Marradi
Time required: 1-1,5 hours
Uphill climb: 230 m (alternative trail 430 m)
Trails: Unmarked trail, CAI 517
Difficulty: This trail, as far as the Casanova chestnut wood, can be 
taken by almost everyone. The alternative scenic route is considerably 
more difficult and suggested for more experienced excursionists.

The trail sets off from Marradi (328 m) and goes in the direc-
tion of San Benedetto in Alpe. It takes Via San Benedetto and 
continues along the paved road for a few hundred metres. In the 
vicinity of an orange structure, the trail moves right along the 
gravel path that climbs diagonally. The trail bends right and en-
ters a breathtaking green valley. The age old, splendidly cultivated 
chestnut trees surround the area. 
The trail passes the houses of Val Cuccia (389 m), on the right, 
and continues to climb the valley along the main road, which 
grows gradually wider. Just under Casanova, in front of two metal 
huts, as the road bends sharply left, the trail goes right onto a 
footpath that enters a meadow and passes near a stone building. 
The trail passes through an open gate and starts to climb into 
the chestnut wood. Some of the trees are splendid; their mas-
sive trunks and vast green leafy tops make them breathtakingly 
beautiful. 
The trail climbs straight on, moving towards an unmistakable 
stone trough. The fountain (530 m) is situated under the shade 
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( Upper Mugello mountains    

of the chestnut trees and offers the hik-
er a perfect resting spot. From here, the 
trail can turn back to Marradi directly or, 
alternatively, move on. 
The alternative route, somewhat more 
difficult, goes right onto a gravel road 
that moves along, just above the foun-
tain, and climbs up among enormous 
chestnut trees. 
As the trail crosses another equally im-
portant path, it turns right and comes 
across a small fountain. The trail first 
turns left and then continues straight on 
along the steep main road for the rest 
of the way. The cultivated chestnut for-
est ends, but the trail continues among 
the wild chestnut trees that grow along 
the sloping sides of Mount Rotondo. 
The trail meets the road that goes 
from Badia del Borgo back to Marradi 
- marked with the red and white CAI 
signs. The trail continues along this main 
path and cuts along the side of Mount 
Scarabattole to a wooden gate (750 m). 
Once past the gate, the trail becomes a 
narrow downhill path. It moves towards 
a narrow valley and continues along 
near the crest of the mountain. The 
marked trail bends left and dips down 
as far as Pergole (614 m). It follows the 
red and white CAI signs until another 
group of houses and a gravel road. 
The trail continues along the ridge, tow-
ering over Marradi. It passes numerous 
mountain estates and then descends 
abruptly until it reaches Marradi.
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( Cypresses in Barberino di Mugello

Along the Flaminia 
military trail

History narrates that the the consul 
Flaminio, in 187 B.C., after having won 
the battle against the Ligurians on the 
Tosco-Emiliano Apennine, had a road 
built by his legionaries, which linked Bo-
logna and Arezzo. Because of neglect, 
the road disappeared with the passing 
of time. Parts remained only in sections 
where age-old sediment covered it. 
Thanks to the devout intuition of two 
men Cesare Agostini and Franco Santi, 
in 1979 the first section of road was 
brought back to light. 
Since then various other sections have 
been recovered making up an 11 kilo-
metre long road. Single archaeological 
sites are found starting from different 
departure points, or by following the 
entire crest (6 hour itenerary, rest stops 
included). 
To visit some of the better preserved 
sections of road we suggest the route 
that starts out at the Futa Pass. 
The section described below is part of 
the historically rich road way that links 
Bologna to Florence, and known as “Via 
degli Dei” (the road of the Gods). 
The road takes its name from the vari-
ous place names of ancient Greek gods 
along the route, as Adonis, Venus, Juno.
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DISCOVERING ThE FLAMINIA MILITARy TRAIL 
ON ThE VIA DEGLI DEI

The route: From the Futa to the Passeggere Pass
Time required: 3,5 hours
Uphill climb: 300 uphill, 200 downhill
Trails: 019, VD (Via degli Dei) and SO.F.T. 11
Difficulty: Undemanding trek, accessible also by mountain bike.

From the Futa Pass, the trail moves along the road to Bruscoli and 
the motorway passing in front of the German War Cemetery. 
The marked trail enters the beech wood just opposite the “La 
Futa” camp site. It climbs steadily through a dense reforested 
Douglass fir wood until it reaches the trail that leaves Campo 
all’Orzino. The trail climbs steeply to the left along a path where 
various excavations bear witness to the presence of an ancient 
Roman road, known as the “Flaminia Miltaris”, in a highly intrigu-
ing setting. Another rapid climb, again through an indistinct dense 
beech wood (watch for the signs!), leads to the ridge and an 
unmistakable fork in the road. 
The trail then moves left down to the beautiful fields that over-
look the Passeggere hill first and the mountain pass with the 
same name later, bypassing an artificial pool on the right. 

roman road

Passeggere

Campo
all’Orzino

Futa Pass

Firenzuola
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Mount Giovi cultural park

During the summer of 2008 Mount Giovi Cultural Park was in-
augurated. It lies in an area that embraces Borgo San Lorenzo, 
Vicchio, Dicomano, Rufina and Pontassieve. The project serves as 
a “memorial” to recent history: the WWII Resistance movement, 
as well as the educational and social experiences represented by 
the work of Don Lorenzo Milani from Barbiana. The park, along 
with providing a source of cultural and social activity, is also a 
means by which rural viability can be restored. 
The Mount Giovi area is undoubtedly of great naturalistic inter-
est, and, in spite of its limited altitude (992 metres above sea 
level), presents typically mountainous characteristics such as 
dense chestnut and beech woods. The botanical, geological and 
architectural elements set a backdrop to the events that made 
the “Rebels” protagonists of the mountain. Mount Giovi proved 
the perfect spot for both the young partisans who were planning 
their retribution and a man such as Don Milani who, despite the 
views of the Church, founded a revolutionary school. 
The trails move through five different themes that develop within 
the park. The trails are marked with arrows at the main cross-
roads where we also find ten information charts with interesting 
facts about the events that took place in and helped shape the 
territory. Five “gates” give access to the main trails.

( On Upper Mugello crest



75

Giovi Mount 

FLORENCE
AREZZO

FIESOLE

FORLÌ

Polcanto

Molin del Piano

Pontassieve

Rufina

Sieci

Borgo
S.Lorenzo

Dicomano

Vicchio

M
O

U
N

T 
G

IO
VI

 C
ULTURAL PARK

MOUNT GIOVI C
ULT

URA
L 

PA
RK

S.S.67

S.S.67
S.P.84

A1 MOTORWAY
Barberino exit

A1 MOTORWAY
Firenze Sud exit

A1 MOTORWAY
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ROUTE 1: pIEVECChIA - ACONE
primary access: 8.5 km from Pontassieve to Le Colline, 6 km 
from Scopeti to Acone 
Secondary access: By car from Montebonello to Acone (and 
possibly as far as Prati Nuovi); by car from Sieci, Pontassieve or 
Montebonello to the crossroads in Monterifrassine 
Distance: 16,5 km
Maximum climb: 333 m uphill, 927 m downhill
Time required: Entrance A) 3 hours to the main trail, B) 1,5 
hours from the bridge over the Uscioli river to the main trail and 
5,5 hours for the entire route
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Difficulty: Average-great
Road surface: Tarmac, loose earth, trodden ground
It is identified with a sad moment in the Liberation of the Valdisieve 
territory and the Pievecchia retaliation: on June 8th 1944 German 
soldiers executed 14 innocent victims. 

ROUTE 2: BARBIANA - pADULIVO
primary access: 7 km from Dicomano to Tamburino 
Secondary access: By car from Ponte a Vicchio (Vicchio) to Bar-
biana and Molino di Baldracca (see description) 
Distance: 14 km
Maximum climb: 530 m uphill, 631 m downhill
Time required: 2 hours and 10 minutes to the main trail and 4 
hours and 20 minutes for the entire route
Difficulty: Average-great
Road surface: Tarmac, loose earth, trodden ground
It is possible to choose from the Don Milani trail, which climbs to the 
school of Lucianino, one of his students, or the trail that climbs up to the 
Molino Baldracca. The locality of Padulivo, known for the tragic warfare of 
July 10th 1944 when 15 people were slaughtered, lies along this route. 

ROUTE 3: MADONNA DEL SASSO
primary access: 5.2 km from Polcanto to Cascina di Monterotondo 
Secondary access: By car from Molin del Piano to Santa Brigida 
Distance: 11,5 km
Maximum climb: 495 m uphill, 398 m downhill
Time required: 2 hours and 10 minutes to the main trail and 5 

hours and 15 minutes for the 
entire route
Difficulty: Tarmac, loose earth, 
trodden ground
Road surface: Tarmac, loose 
earth, trodden ground
In 1945, in the vicinity of the San-
tuario della Madonna del Sasso, 
following a heated dispute, a 
Marshal of the Carabinieri Police, 
his son and an active communist 
were killed. The events would 
later provide inspiration for the 
novel by Carlo Cassola “La raga-
zza di Bube”.

( Trekking signs
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ROUTE 4: MOUNT GIOVI
primary access: 8.5 km from Dicomano to the intersection with 
trail RET 11
Secondary access: By car from Montebonello to Prati Nuovi in 
the direction of Acone or from Scopeti (Rufina) to Tamburino in 
the direction of Colognole
Distance: 6 km
Maximum climb: 188 m uphill, 188 m downhill
Time required: 3 hours to the main trail and 2 hours and 10 
minutes for the entire route
Difficulty: Average
Road surface: Tarmac, loose earth, trodden ground
Recent finds have confirmed the fact that a sanctuary occupied the 
area in ancient times. It was probably dedicated to Jove (Jovis = 
Giove) as the name of the mountain suggests. Along this route one 
can admire the pyramid of the Partisan Brigade and the Casa al 
Cerro (one of the most popular Partisan bases). Every year, on the 
second Sunday of July, the Partisans of WWII and the Mount Giovi 
youth reunite in the vicinity of the Fonte alla Capra.

ROUTE 5: MOUNT ROTONDO
primary access: From Sagginale to the intersection with trail 
RET 3A 
Secondary access: By car from Polcanto to Montepulico or from 
Ponte a Vicchio (Vicchio) to Villa Cerchiai - Collefertile in the 
direction of Cistio
Distance: 16 km
Maximum climb: 530 m uphill, 
290 m downhill
Time required: 2 hours to the 
main trail and 5 hours and 10 
minutes for the entire route
Difficulty: Average
Road surface: Tarmac, loose 
earth, trodden ground
Villa Cerchiai came under attack 
by German troops, who were try-
ing to encircle the partisan forces, 
in mid-August 1944. These at-
tempts were, however, thwarted 
by the partisans.

( Moscheta Abbey in Firenzuola
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Mountain bike enthusiasts will find Mugello the perfect spot. The 
natural environment, characterized by mountains and hills, is well 
suited to this sport and provides the excursionist the opportuni-
ty to reach the most unexpected and fascinating corners of the 
so.F.T. and cai routes. In fact, the main SO.F.T. trail, with the 
alternative paths set out for horseback riding, was created espe-
cially for excursions by mountain bike. The National Railway Sy-
stem offers a special Florence-Faenza line called Treno+Bici 
(train+bike) in which certain railway cars allow bikes on board. 
Here are a few examples of the possible itineraries.

other itineraries 
by mountain bike
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ON ThE TRACKS OF ThE MEDICI 

The route: San Piero a Sieve - Villa of Cafaggiolo - Trebbio Castle
Distance run: 12.5 km
Uphill climb: 245 m
Trails: Part of the SO.F.T. trail no. 8
Difficulty: A fairly easy route of particular historical and architec-
tural interest

The trail sets off from Colonna Square in San Piero a Sieve (205 
metres above sea level), and climbs up along the ancient Via Med-
ici road. The trail leaves the paved road and moves towards the 
outer limits of the campsite (283 m). It bypasses the road head-
ing for the Medici Fort of San Martino on the right, and goes left 
continuing along the campsite fence for 1.5 km where it crosses 
the very busy Regional Road 65, the road that heads to the Futa 
Pass (252 m). Once on the other side, the trail descends right for 
some metres and then turns left onto a road that goes to Treb-
bio Castle. At the locality called “Gli Ischieti” (271 m), the first 
path on the right leads through the woods and to the hamlet of 
“Fornace” (228 m). It passes in front of a farmhouse and along a 
straight level road that leads to Villa of Cafaggiolo (227 m). The 
Villa stands on the right hand side of the trail which continues up 
along the walls of the park and towards Trebbio Castle. It cuts 
through the Cafaggiolo Game Reserve and reaches a group of 
houses (401 m) from which the road leads directly to Trebbio 
Castle (450 m). From the castle, the trail passes in front of a 17th 
century chapel and begins its descent, coasting the wall of the 
castle garden on the left. After a rapid fall, a distance of about 2 
km, on a cypress tree lined road, the trail leads back to Regional 
Road 65 and, from there, onto the same trail - in the opposite 
direction - to San Piero a Sieve.

Medicean Fortress

Trebbio Castle

Villa of Cafaggiolo

San Piero a Sieve

other itineraries 
by mountain bike
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ThE ANCIENT hAMLET OF LOZZOLE 

The route: Aquadalto - Quadalto - Lozzole - Prati di Gruffieto - Sa-
lecchio - Palazzuolo sul Senio
Distance run: 21.5 km
Uphill climb: 700 m
Trails: Part of the CAI 505 trail
Difficulty: Noteworthy climb, careful attention must be given when 
identifying the trail that leads to Lozzole.

The trail sets off from the hamlet of Palazzuolo (423 metres 
above sea level) in the direction of the Sambuca Pass. Just past 
the fraction of Quadalto and the bridge, the trail moves left onto 
a dirt road that climbs in the direction of Cambè, Campergoz-
zole, and, at last, the quaint uninhabited hamlet of Lozzole (796 
m). The CAI 505 trail is just off to the left.  At about 1 km past the 
hamlet, the trail bypasses the main dirt road that heads towards 
Mount Prevaligo (950 m) and continues along the footpath to 
the right that leads directly back to CAI 505. The trail bypasses 
the descent (CAI 529 A), and moves towards SP (Provincial 
Road) 306. It goes right along the paved road for 300 metres 
and then left along a footpath marked CAI 505. At 3 km from 
the beginning of the path, near the mine, the trail bypasses a path 
to the right that leads to Gruffieto, and what’s left of this 18th 
century villa, and descends to a fork in the road. The trail does 
not go beyond the gate, but continues left down to the beauti-
ful Salecchio church and then right onto S.P. 306 to Palazzuolo 
sul Senio. (The description of the above mentioned itinerary can be 
found in the travel guide: “Dalla Futa al mare - 38 itinerari in MTB”, 
edited by A. Zambrini, Bacchilega Ed).

Lozzole

Acquadalto

Palazzuolo sul Senio

Salecchio
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TRENO+BICI

The route: Ronta Station - Villa Farneto - Pesciola - Vicchio - Borgo 
San Lorenzo
Distance run: 15.1 km to Vicchio - Borgo San Lorenzo 
Uphill climb: 300 m
Difficulty: Easy trail with breathtaking view.

From the station in Ronta, hovering above the town, the trail moves 
in the direction of Colla di Casaglia. It reaches Madonna dei Tre Fiu-
mi with its beautiful, newly restored sanctuary, and the still function-
al Margheri watermill. Past the bridge on the right, the Panoramica 
trail starts out: the road, first paved, and later a dirt road, moves up 
to the crest providing a breathtaking view of the countryside below. 
Just past Poggio Paretaio, the road first dips towards the Pesciola 
spring and then back up the last long uphill climb. At 8.7 km just as 
the descent for Gattaia begins, the trail turns right onto a footpath 
that dips and then climbs, continuing in the vicinity of a farmhouse 
in the locality called Poggio dei Roti. Once at the fork in the road, 
the trail takes the left as far as Villa Farneto. Here the road descends 
towards the Muccione stream. The dirt road ends and a paved one 
moves along the ridge for some kilometres, past Pesciola and to 
main road 551. Once on this road, the Borgo San Lorenzo station 
stands on the right and the Vicchio station on the left.

Vicchio

Villa Farneto

railway

railway

Ronta
station

Madonna 
dei Tre Fiumi
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AMONG VILLAS AND FARM hOUSES 

The route: Sagginale - Arliano - S. Cresci - Case Ghetto - Sagginale 
(Borgo San Lorenzo) 
Distance run: 9.3 km (alternative route 16.1 km) 
Uphill climb: 320 m (alternative route 550 m) 
Trails: SOFT 6, CAI 9 and 9A
Difficulty: Easy trail with a brief but challenging uphill climb to 
Uliveta. The alternative route is suggested for skilled cyclists with 
experience in climbing mountain trails.

From Sagginale (180 m above sea level) the route runs along the 
main road towards Vicchio. At about 700 metres, the trail turns right 
onto a paved road marked by SO.F.T. signs (direction Uliveta). The 
trail climbs steeply, passes Villa Uliveta and moves onto a dirt road 
through a wood. Further on, the trail crosses a cultivated stretch 
of high plain and reaches an isolated farmhouse. It leaves the main 
road and takes the footpath on the right that runs along the ridge. 
As it reaches a giant oak wood, it moves left and crosses a field. 
Once through the gate at the end of the stretch, it runs back onto 
a steep dirt road that climbs up to the paved road for Arliano (400 
m). The alternative trail, on the left, sets off here and is described 

alternative route

Villa Cerchiai

Campestri

Arliano

Cignano

S. Cresci

Ghetto

Sagginale
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later on in the text. The main trail turns right and descends for a few 
hundred metres and then bends right in the vicinity of Case Mando. 
The descent is rather steep till Case Fontanelle (336 m) where the 
trail bends left across Fosso di Corolla. It then climbs up through 
the wood, leaving the paved road that leads to the remains of the 
Renaissance palace of Istieto on the right. The uphill climb becomes 
more and more difficult, especially near the beautiful Villa la Quiete, 
which belonged, as the coat of arms confirms, to a branch of the 
Ubaldini family. A sharp turn on the left takes the trail steeply up to 
San Cresci (405 m) and directly in front of the narrow tower of the 
century old church, restored by the Grand Duke Cosimo III in the 
18th century, but originally considerably more ancient. Just before 
the church, the SO.F.T. trail signs mark a dirt road to the right of the 
building. This leads to the 18th century church of San Cerbone, on 
the left, and continues past a cemetery. As it continues along, the 
trail forks in three directions. Moving along the central path that dips 
down towards and across a beautiful chestnut wood, it comes to a 
dirt road. Straight on along this road, the trail passes Fattoria Piana 
di Vigna (342 m) and comes to, first, the Oratorio della Madonna 
delle Febbre, and then Case Ghetto where it turns left and finally 
reaches the main road that leads back to Sagginale on the right.

Alternative trail for experienced cyclists
The trail turns left at the dirt road and immediately comes to a 
fork in the road. To the right lies Ariano, but the trail moves left and 
700 metres later meets Campestri (461 m), which houses a very 
beautiful and famous villa. Upon reaching the first few houses the 
trail turns right in the direction of Collefertile (red and white SO.F.T.  
and CAI signs mark the way), climbing for a bit and then proceed-
ing in a series of ups and downs until Fattoria Belvedere (538 m), 
which is a riding school and breeding farm for horses. The trail then 
moves up the steep main road, and at 3.6 km from Campestri, just 
under the enchanting Villa Cerchiai (680 m), it goes right leaving 
the dirt road for a marked footpath that moves through a fence 
and across an area with small trees. After 400 m, the trail continues 
along an almost completely invisible path on the right and leads, 
300 m further on, to a green pass. The trail dips left into a wood 
(some sections of which must be walked through) and arrives at a 
barren crest. The trail opens up onto a wide dirt path for tractors 
and, at about 1 kilometre, reaches an important fork in the road. 
The trail goes left (marked by the SO.F.T. signs) and reaches Casa 
Cingano (520 m). The trail becomes a wide dirt road that, quite 
effortlessly, leads to San Cresci where it meets the main trail.
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AMONG ChURChES AND ABBEyS

The route: Bivigliano - Vetta le Croci - Podere Capanne - Monte 
Senario - Badia del Buonsollazzo - Bivigliano (Vaglia) 
Distance run: 18,8 km
Uphill climb: 450 m 
Trails: CAI 00, SOFT 
Difficulty: Fairly difficult trail, especially along the ridges of the CAI 00 trail

Form the centre of Bivigliano (585 metres above sea level), the 
trail follows the main road in the direction of Olmo and Vetta alle 
Croci. The road forks in three directions (552 m), down towards 
Pratolino on the right, and up towards Monte Senario on the left, 
but the trail continues straight on to Olmo. The road, which passes 
through a pine forest, offers a beautiful view of Florence and the 
surrounding hills. At the intersection for Olmo, the trail turns left 
onto the road leading to Borgo San Lorenzo, and some hundred 
metres further on, reaches the Vetta le Croci pass (518 m). On 
the left, signs mark the start of the CAI 00 trail for Monte Morello. 
Just before reaching a tall metal gate, the trail goes right onto a 
path that goes up a field along a fence. At the small wood that 
covers the crest of Poggio Capanne, the trail continues along the 

Badia del Buonsollazzo

Bivigliano
Monte Senario

Podere Capanne

Vetta Le Croci
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( Golf course landscape

wide marked path near the ridge and reaches the very isolated 
Podere Capanne. Next, it moves onto the paved road that leads to 
Monte Senario (625 m). The trail turns right and climbs, sometimes 
rather steeply, until a fork in the road. The road that lies straight 
ahead leads back to Bivigliano, while the trail continues right and 
up towards Monte Senario. Some 300 metres further on, at Cat-
ena, an ancient road leads up to the convent. It is a wide dirt road 
that climbs steeply through a pine forest and which, shortly, comes 
upon the impressive sacred structure (815 m). It was built in 1234 
by the Seven Saints, founding fathers of the order. On the North 
side of the monastery the view of the Mugello territory as a whole 
is exceptionally breathtaking. On a clear day it is easy to identify 
the many towns and hamlets that dot the countryside, the rocky 
heights of the passes and the numerous forests and fields.
Just outside the convent, the trail, now a paved road, dips down-
wards. It runs straight on until the road curves to the left. Here, on 
the right, the 00 trail runs straight into the forest. It dips down, first 
along a narrow path, and then along a wide dirt road. It crosses the 
chestnut wood, bypassing alternative routes that dip down to the 
left and the right, and continues to move along trail 00. The route, 
which is now a path, leaves the wood and crosses the Casa Sodera 
field. Once upon the dirt road, the trail turns right, passes in front 
of a few houses and continues until it meets a paved road. Going 
right along this road, the trail reaches the ancient Buonsolazzo Ab-
bey (541 m), founded before the year 1000 and which was cared 
for, in turn, by Benedictine, Carthusian, and Camaldolensian monks. 
The trail turns back along the paved road for 2 km and back to an 
intersection. The road on the left leads to Bivigliano.
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lake Bilancino
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( Sailing on Lake Bilancino

Just over 10 million years ago, the compressing thrusts of the 
continents formed a huge basin into which the many different 
watercourses with no other outlet flowed forming a lake. The ba-
sin extended for about 300 square kilometres: from the Calvana 
Mountains to the Vicchio valley wall. It is not difficult to imagine 
what the Mugello territory looked like then: there are times today 
when the impressively dense blanket of fog that rises from the vast 
basin takes ones mind back to those times and the great extent of 
water that once covered the area. The sediments that were later 
carried along by the streams and rivers meant the end of the lake, 
and replaced it with a flat fertile land. Like it did then, today the val-
ley holds a great quantity of water. The man-made Lake Bilancino 
now fills one of the parts of the ancient basin. It holds 69 mil-
lion cubic metres of water, is 31 metres deep, in its deepest 
point, and covers an area of 5 square kilometres. Lake Bilancino is 
just a few minutes from the Barberino exit of the highway. It 
was created to resolve the problems of the Florence area hydro 
system - both possible flooding and drought - but is today a rich 
tourist attraction that offers numerous outdoor sports. Besides 
competitive fishing, in fact, the lake offers a number of water 
sports - not only for the Mugello territory but the whole Tuscan 
region, such as canoeing, sailing and windsurfing. In addition, paths 
for hikers and cyclists are being completed near the banks of 
the lake, while two beaches have already been created for bath-
ers. These offer umbrellas, beach chairs, and bar service. 
Info: www.bilancinolagoditoscana.it 

lake Bilancino
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Gabbianello Oasis

On the northeast banks of Lake Bilancino, near 
the town of Galliano in Barberino di Mugello, 
you can find the WWF gabbianello oasis. 
The oasis is a natural habitat created for the 
preservation of humid habitats, which are the 
ones most at risk of extinction all over Italy 
and Europe. 

The oasis was given an ANPIL (Local Territory 
Reserve) classification in the “Sistema Region-
ale delle Aree Protette della Toscana” - Tuscan 
Regional Reserves - and is a part of the Nation-
al Oasis System, WWF, Italy. It is set in a mag-
nificent natural environment, among forests of 
evergreen and deciduous trees, meadows and 
organically cultivated lands, which cover an area 
of 25 hectares. Eight of these hectares are cov-
ered in water, on level ground near the lake, 
surrounded by the Tuscan-Romagna Apennine 
mountains and by Mount Calvana. During mi-
gration, numerous interesting species of birds 
- the white stork, crane, wild goose, black-
winged stilt, bittern, flamingo, and the rare os-
prey - make this area their home. It is possible 
for devoted birdwatchers to observe the birds 
from the four different observation points us-
ing the instruments provided by the oasis. The 
facilities have been adapted to give access to 
wheelchair users. The oasis holds a Meeting 
Hall with all the necessary teaching tools. It is 
an ideal encounter point for adult courses, and 
student laboratories. A nature bookshop is also 
present on the premises, as a butterfly garden, 
educational pond, Medici fruit collection.

activities: guided visits, nature walks and by 
mountain bike around the oasis; school trips, 
laboratories, adult courses; volunteer activities.
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( Pink flamingos in Gabbianello Oasis

Info: 
tel. +39 055 5535003 - 333 9537114
www.gabbianello.it

art, culture and nature in mugello
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other activities
ON hORSEBACK

Thanks to the excellent conditions of many so.F.T. trails, it is 
possible to visit some of Mugello’s most enchanting and secluded 
places on horse-back. A long stretch of the main trail, as well as 
many secondary ones, is easily accessible on horse-back. Many 
trails, however, are obstructed, and the riding clubs in Mugello 
offer riders who are new to the territory invaluable information 
on accessible bridle paths. 
Numerous accommodations are also available for riders and 
their horses on the website www.mugellotoscana.it 
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( Eco-tourism trail along the Sieve river

By BIKE

Naturally, Mugello is the perfect spot for 
bikers enthusiast too: on the website 
www.mugellotoscana.it you find the 
description and the synthetic map of 10 
outstanding climbs, 5 courses, 2 alterna-
tive routes for road racing bikes.

ECO-TOURISM TRAIL 
ALONG ThE SIEVE RIVER

This easy trail, suited to families with 
small children, runs along the Sieve River 
from the town of Borgo san loren-
zo (Ponte di Sieve) and Vicchio (Ponte 
a Vicchio). It is roughly 9 kilometres of 
almost completely level trail. 
It leaves the town of Borgo San Lorenzo 
at the locality Ponte di Sieve, crosses 
over the Rimorelli ditch on a small stone 
bridge and, moving on the left of the 
Sieve River, reaches the locality of Rab-
atta after passing over the Vigiano ditch 
on a wooden walkway. From Rabatta 
the path moves along the town road 
and, once over the “ponte di Annibale” 
(Hannibal’s bridge) in Sagginale, turns left 
onto the road for Vicchio.
The trail moves through Sagginale along 
the right of the Sieve River to the local-
ity Ponte a Vicchio. Here the trail crosses 
the Ricavo, Rimaggio and Baldracca 
ditches on a wooden bridge.
The trail is easily travelled on foot, by 
bike or mountain bike.

IN ThE AIR

The Mugello gliding club is open every 
weekend and during holidays in Figliano 
(Borgo San Lorenzo). The Aeroclub fleet 
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is composed of four two-man gliders (Schleich-
er ASK 13, Schleicher ASK 21,Grob Twin Astir 
and Janus B) and two sky trains (Morane-
Minerva and Cessna 305C). In 1995 the Mug-
ello Aeroclub became a certified gliding 
school, authorized by the Civil Aviation Au-
thority (ENAC). Each year, on the third Sunday 
in May, the Mugello Aeroclub organizes the Si-
lent Flying Festival. On that occasion the airfield 
is open to all (as it is all year round) and visitors 
can admire the vast airfield with its hangers and 
display of gliders, receive information on gliding 
in general, on the school and the bureaucracy 
involved in obtaining a gliding license, and can 
watch an acrobatic airplane flying and gliding 
show. During the year, and especially during the 
Silent Flying Festival, the pilots and gliders of 
the Mugello Aeroclub offer tourists the chance 
to experience the thrill of silent flying in gliders.
Info: tel. +39 055 8408665
www.mugellogliding.aero 

GOLF

Poggio dei Medici in scarperia is one of the 
most prestigious Golf Clubs in Italy. Opened in 
1992, it offers its members and guest players 
18 holes, par 72, with a Championship course 
of 6.452 metres. The course was designed by 
alvise rossi Fioravanti and Baldovino 
dassù using USGA standards, and hosted the 
Ladies Italian Open from 1999 to 2003.
A panoramic course in the green Mugello val-
ley, sheltered by Apennine mountains, with 5 
different starting tees for a challenging round 
for any player. Services include practice area 
with Pitching and Putting Green, bunkers, 6 
covered and 24 outdoor positions, and PGA 
Pro for private lesson and golf clinic, upon res-
ervation. Golf carts, electric and manual trolleys 
and sets of clubs available for rental. Certified 
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( Above: Poggio dei Medici golf 
  Below: Beach on Lake Bilancino art, culture and nature in mugello
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( Mugello circuit

maximum handicap required of 36 (men 
or women). Only soft spikes are allowed. 
Open all year round. 
Info: tel. +39 055 84350
www.golfpoggiodeimedici.com

ThE INTERNATIONAL 
MUGELLO CIRCUIT

Designed in the 70’s and later greatly 
remodeled by Ferrari, “the Mugello” is 
one of the most scenic, modern and safe 
racing facilities in the world. Fully opera-
tional year round, the Mugello circuit is 
the regular test centre for Ferrari F1, 
the most important manufacturer of 
MotogP and World Superbike, as well 
as other prestigious Italian and interna-
tional car manufactures.
To date the Mugello racetrack has host-
ed the Formula 5.000 Championship 
(which baptized the renovated circuit on 
June 23rd, 1974), the Formula 3.000, the 
Formula 2, the Fia-Gt and has been the 
only circuit in Italy to host the ITC.
The track runs over 5.000 m through 
the forests and green areas in the terri-
tory of Scarperia. 
Info: tel. +39 055 8499111
www.mugellocircuit.it 

Information about other recreational 
activities visit the website: 
www.mugellotoscana.it
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weekly markets

Monday
Firenzuola: the whole day
Marradi: morning 

Tuesday 
Borgo San Lorenzo: morning 

Thursday 
Vicchio: morning 

Friday 
Scarperia: morning
Borgo San Lorenzo: afternoon 
in the “Parco della Misericordia” 

saTurday 
Barberino di Mugello: morning
Dicomano: morning
palazzuolo sul Senio: morning
San piero a Sieve: afternoon
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tourist accomodation
certification for

cerTiFicaTion For TourisT 
auThoriZed accoMModaTion in Mugello

The Mugello countryside is beautiful in all seasons: it offers ac-
commodation in small but friendly hotels, in charming historical 
villas, in comfortable residences, in the finely restored ancient 
farmhouses by the farm holidays and b&b or in huts to keep in 
touch with nature.
The Tourist Office of Mugello has had ceramic plates created for 
all the officially recognized tourist facilities by the ceramics re-
storer Giulia Pasquini of Borgo San Lorenzo. The creator of the 
ceramic plate was inspired by the tile found in the Romanesque 
baptismal font, dated, most probably, 1157, in Faltona Church in 
the Municipality of Borgo San Lorenzo. The ceramic plate, a blue 
lozenge on a white backdrop on which the name Mugello and the 
name of the facility are inscribed in gold, will be displayed at the 
entrance of the various tourist facilities. The Local Public Admini-
stration has created the plate to certify and assure the quality of 
the services for visitors and tourists. 

To learn more about accommodation and special offers:
www.mugellotoscana.it
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ART, CULTURE, NATURE
in Mugello
Itineraries, museums, excursions on foot and by bike 

In Tuscany, at just a stone’s throw 
from Florence, we find Mugello: it is 
situated among the rolling hills and 
the tall cypress trees, on the 
backdrop of the high lofty crests and 
mountain passes.

Artists such as Giotto and Beato 
Angelico were born in this land 
where they found the perfect  
landscape and  inspiration for their 
famous paintings.

The incredible landscape, the 
hospitable, quiet and hard working 
people, the genuine food, the land 
of the Medici, the museums, the 
Liberty itinerary, the tradition of arts 
and crafts, and the ancient churches 
and remote convents are just 
outside the gates of the city of 
Florence.

Mugello offers history, culture, and 
quality services in an enchantingly 
natural setting.

Unione Montana
dei Comuni

del Mugello

Qui,

tuscany

art, culture and nature in mugello


